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BOROUGH  OP  REIGATE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  1952 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  tho  Public  Health  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  tho  Borough  of  Reigate  in  the  year  1952. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  generally  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  indicated  in 
Circular  42/51,  and  in  the  main  follows  the  same  arrangement 
as  earlier  issues  in  the  same  series. 

There  was  no  undue  prevalence  of  the  commoner  infectious 
diseases,  nor  other  cause  of  sickness  or  invalidity  that  was 
especially  noteworthy  in  the  Borough  during  tho  year;  in 
fact,  apart  from  the  occurrence  of  four  cases  of  poliomyeliti 
the  incidence  rates  for  infectious  illness  wore  appreciably 
below  the  average  for  recent  years.  It  will  be  of  interest 
to  observe  to  what  extent  the  epidemiological  features  of 
whooping  cough  will  be  influenced  by  the  recent  provision  of 
facilities  for  protective  inoculation  against  tho  disease. 

In  most  respects,  the  vital  statistics  for  1952  compare 
favourably  with  those  for  England  and  Wales  and  with  those 
previously  recorded  in  the  Borough.  The  birth  rate  showed 
an  advance  and  the  death  rate  a  decline  on  tho  corresponding 
rates  for  the  preceding  two  years.  Possibly  the  only  dis¬ 
quieting  feature  was  the  greatly  increased  mortality  from 
pneumonia  and  bronchitis  amongst  elderly  persons.  It  is 
pleasing  to  report  that,  for  tho  third  consecutive  year,  no 
mortality  was  attributed  to  pregnancy  and  child-bearing  and 
that  the  proportion  of  infants  registered  as  still-born  and 
the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  fell  to  the 
lowest  levels  yet  recorded.  The  latter,  in  particular,  is 
of  favourable  significance,  in  as  far  as  it  may  indicate 
detection  of  the  disease  in  its  early  stages,  when  the 
prospects  of  complete  recovery  are  greatly  enhanced. 

I  have  again  to  record  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the 
efficient  and  conscientious  service  rendered  by  my  staff, 
the  assistance  and  close  co-operation  of  officials  engaged 
in  other  departments  of  the  Corporation  and  tho  support  and 
consideration  extended  to  me  throughout  the  year  by  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  BINGHAM 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


REIGATE 
7th  August, 


1953 


SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  .  10,255  acres 

Population,  Census  1951  (provisional)  ..  42,234 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident 

population,  mid-year,  1952  .  42,460 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1952 

according  to  Rato  Books  .  12,599 

Rateable  Value  (1952)  .  .  .  £464,918 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rato  ..  ..  £1,846 


Population 

The  population  of  the  Borough,  including  members  of  the 
armed  forces  stationed  in  the  area,  was  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General  to  bo  42,460  at  mid-year,  1952.  The  figure 
supplied  by  the  local  Pood  Office,  after  duo  allowance  for 
persons  resident  in  public  institutions,  indicates  that  the 
population  was,  in  fact,  somewhat  greater  than  the  Registrar- 
General's  estimate;  in  consequence,  the  various  statistical 
rates  for  the  year,  which  are  calculated  on  the  latter, 
represent  a  slightly  higher  incidence  of  sickness  and  mortality 
than  was  actually  experienced. 

The  estimated  increment  in  population  since  mid-yoar, 

1951,  was  240,  of  which  79  was  attributable  to  natural  increase 
(i.o.  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths)  and  161  to  migration 
into  the  area.  The  gain  by  migration  is  very  much  below  the 
average,  probably  because  insufficient  allowance  has  boon  made 
for  the  influx  of  now  residents  to  the  L.C.C.  Housing  Estate 
at  Morstham. 

Births 

The  total  number  of  livo  births  accredited  to  the  area 
was  611,  of  which  302  were  of  males  and  309  of  females.  The 
recorded  birth  rate  for  the  year  was,  therefore,  14.3  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  as  compared  with  13.1  in 
1951,  13.7  in  1950  and  14.8  in  1949.  The  average  rate  for 
the  preceding  ten  years,  in  which  the  unusually  high  rates 
observod  in  the  immediate  post-war  period  are  reflected,  was 
15.8.  It  is  worthy  of  special  note  that  the  proportion  of 
infants  registered  as  still-born  in  1952  was  the  lowest  yet 
recorded  in  the  Borough  and  that  the  rate  of  mortality  amongst 
live-bom  infants  was  very  much  below  the  average  . 

The  recorded  birth  rate  cannot  validly  be  compared  with 
the  rates  for  other  areas  until  it  is  adjusted  to  make 
allowance  for  differences  in  the  sex  and  age-group  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  population.  When  so  adjusted,  the  rate  is 
advanced  to  14.8,  which  compares  with  15.3  for  England  and 
Wales  and  15.5  for  towns  having  a  population  of  25,000  to 
50,000  at  the  1951  Census. 
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TABLE  I 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Legitimate  .  .  .  .  Males  296  Females  303  Total  599 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  Males  6  Females  6  Total  12 

Birth  Rate  .  14.3 

DoL  1951  .  13.1 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1947  to  1951  .  •  . .  15.4 

Still  Births s- 

Legitimate  ..  ..  Males  3  Females  6  Total  9 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  Males  -  Females  -  Total  - 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  .  14  .5 

Do .  do'.  1951  .  24 .5 

Deaths  (nett) : 

La le s  . .  248  Females  ..  284  ..  ..  Total  532 

Do.  1951:- 

Males  . .  263  Females  ..  288  ..  ..  Total  551 

Death  Rate  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  12 .5 

Do.  1951  .  13.0 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1947  to  1951  ..  ..  12.5 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public 

Institutions  ~  ~  .  .  7~.  7~.  .  .  42.1 


Maternal  Mortality:  - 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  . .  Nil 
Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  &  still)  births  ..  Nil 

Infant  Mortality:- 

Death's  of"  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

Legitimate  ..  ..  Males  8  Females  4  Total  12 

Illegitimate  ..  . .  Males  1  Females  -  Total  1 

Infant  Death  Rato:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  21.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  ..  ..  20.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

live  births  ..  83.3 

Death  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age:- 

Legitimato  ..  ..  Males  4  Females  3  Total  7 

Illegitimate  ..  Males  1  Females  -  Total  1 

Deaths  from:- 

Cancor  (all  ages)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  88 

Measles  (all  agos)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ..  .  0 

Diarrhoea  (undor  2  years  of  ago)  ..  ..  0 
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Unad  j  us  tod 


Deaths 


The  deaths  assigned  to  the  area  includo  those  of  Borough 
residents  -who  died  elsewhere,  but  exclude  those  of  temporary 
residents,  which  are  transferred  to  the  districts  in  which 
they  normally  resided.  The  total  number  of  deaths  so 
assigned  was  532,  of  which  248  wore  of  males  and  284  of  females. 

The  numbers  of  deaths  of  each  sex  in  various  ago  groups 
wore  as  follows ;- 


Age  group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

6-5  years 

11 

IT" 

17 

5-10  years  . , 

- 

1 

1 

10-15  years 

- 

- 

- 

15-20  years 

1 

1 

2 

20-30  years  .. 

2 

3 

5 

30-40  years 

5 

2 

7 

40-50  years  . . 

10 

7 

17 

50-60  years 

21 

16 

37 

60-70  years 

58 

32 

90 

70-80  years 

76 

97 

173 

80-90  years 

61 

94 

155 

90  and  upwards 

3 

25 

28 

248 

284 

532 

The  death  rate  calculated  on  this  total  is  12.5  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  13.0  in  1951  and 
an  average  rate  of  12.9  for  the  preceding  ten  years.  The 
rate  so  calculated  is  not  comparable  with  that  for  other 
areas  until  adjusted  to  allow  for  differences  in  age  and 
sox  distribution  of  the  population.  The  adjusted  rate  for 
the  Borough  is  10.0,  which  compares  with  11.3  for  England 
and  Wales  and  11,2  for  towns  roughly  similar  in  size  to 
Roigatc  . 

The  numbers  of  deaths  assigned  to  specified  causes  are 
sot  out  in  Table  III.  Rather  more  than  one-half  of  the 
total  were  attributed  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circu¬ 
latory  system,  including  senile  and  degenerative  affections 
of  the  blood  vessels  of  the  brain;  although,  on  the  whole, 
the  mortality  from  this  cause  was  lower  than  usual,  the 
proportion  attributed  to  coronary  thrombosis  is  very  much 
greater,  thus  following  a  trend  that  has  been  very  noticeable 
in  the  past  few  years.  Deaths  from  cancer  and  malignant 
disease  were  not  above  the  average,  and  accounted  for 
rougjily  one-sixth  of  the  total. 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  death  returns  was  the  very 
greatly  increased  mortality  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis, 
particularly  amongst  elderly  persons;  this  appeared  to  be 
closely  connected  with  the  abnormal  prevalence  of  fog  in 
the  early  part  of  December.  There  was,  however,  a 
substantial  decline  in  the  death  rate  from  the  acute 
infectious  diseases,  including  influenza,  and  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis,  gastric  and  duodenal  ulceration, 
kidney  disease,  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  other  forms  of 
violence.  For  the  third  consecutive  year,  no  mortality 
was  attributed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion.  The 
numbers  of  deaths  ascribed  to  other  defined  causes  do  not 
differ  significantly  from  those  previously  recorded. 


-7  - 


TABLE  III 


Causos  of  Death  in  the  Borough  of  Reigate 

during  1952 


1.  Tuberculosis ,  respiratory  . 

~ M — 

5 

5* 

1 

Total 

6 

2.  Tuberculosis,  othor  forms  ..  .  .  .. 

2 

- 

2 

3.  Syphilitic  disoaso  . .  . . 

2 

- 

2 

4 .  Diphtheria  .  . 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ..  . 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  . 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  polio-myelitis  ..  . 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Othor  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

3 

7 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .. 

17 

5 

22 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ..  .. 

- 

6 

6 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  utorus  ..  . . 

- 

4 

4 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

22 

27 

49 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ..  ..  . . 

1 

2 

3 

10  o  DiQ"bo*fco  s  ••  •  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

2 

3 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

31 

55 

86 

18.  Coronary  disoaso,  angina 

40 

27 

67 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disoaso  .. 

6 

5 

11 

20.  Othor  heart  disease  *.  ..  •• 

37 

61 

98 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ..  ..  •• 

8 

11 

19 

22 .  Influenza  .  . .  . . 

- 

4 

4 

23 .  Pneumonia  . 

15 

13 

28 

24.  Bronchitis .  ..  .. 

18 

6 

24 

25.  Othor  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ..  . . 

2 

1 

3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .. 

M* 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

3 

5 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ..  ..  .  . 

8 

- 

8 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .. 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .. 

2 

- 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

17 

35 

52 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

- 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents  ..  ..  .. 

2 

7 

9 

35.  Suicide  . 

2 

2 

4 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ..  •• 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

248 

284 

532 
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SECTION  II 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Wa  ter 

There  was  no  important  extension  of  the  public  water 
supply  during  the  year,  except  in  connection  with  new  building 
development . 

With  the  exception  of  fifteen  houses  which  depend  for  their 
water  supply  on  three  private  wells,  all  dwellings  in  the 
Borough  have  a  continuous  and  direct  supply  from  the  East 
Surrey  Water  Company.  The  water  is  derived  from  deep  borings 
in  the  chalk  and  is  softened,  chlorinated  and  do-chlor ina ted 
before  distribution  to  consumers. 

The  supply  was  adequate  in  quantity  throughout  the  year, 
the  average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  being 
about  30  to  40  gallons.  The  quality  of  the  water,  as 
revealed  by  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  at  regular 
intervals,  was  invariably  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  the  water  before  and  after  treatment  are  sub¬ 
mitted  twice  weekly  for  bacteriological  examination,  under 
private  arrangements  made  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company. 

In  addition,  samples  of  the  treated  water  are  examined 
chemically  and  bact oriologically  about  40  times  a  year,  under 
a  rota  system  arranged  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of 
the  districts  supplied  by  the  Company;  samples  are  taken  in 
each  district  at  stated  times,  and  the  analyst’s  reports  are 
available  for  the  use  of  the  other  districts  concerned.  The 
following  report  is  typical  of  those  received  during  the  years- 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  por  Million 
Appearance  ..  Bright,  with  very  slight  chalk  deposit 


Colour  .  Nil 

Odour  ..  ••  ..  . .  .  Nil 

Reaction  pH . .  Alkaline  8.3 

Free  carbonic  acid  ..  ..  . . Absent 

Electric  conductivity  at  20  dog.C . 245 

Total  solids,  dried  at  180  dog.C.  ..  ..  ..  165 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  .  20 

Alkalinity  as  calcium  carbonate . .  50 

Hardness:  Total  ..  .  90 

Temporary  • .  .  50 

Permanent  . .  . .  .  40 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  5,2 

Nitrogen  in  nitrites  .  Absent 

Free  ammonia  . .  .  0.005 

Albuminoid  ammonia  .  ..  ••  0.000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27  deg.C . 0.10 

Metals  ..  ..  -  Iron  -  ..  . .  ..  less  than  0.03 

Residual  chlorine  .  0.12 


Bacteriological  Results 

1  day  at 
37  deg.C 

Number  of  ’’Colonies'’  growing 

on  Agar  por  c  .c  .  or  ml.  in  0 
Presumptive  coliform  reaction  ..  . . 

Bact.coli  (Type  I)  ..  ..  . . 

Cl.welchii  reaction  .. 

Report 

’’This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appear¬ 
ance,  fairly  alkaline  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals,  apart 
from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  fairly  soft 
in  character  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral 
constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of  the  highest  standard  of 
organic  and  bacterial  purity  and  is  considered  pure  and 
wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes 
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2  days  at  3  days  at 
37  deg.C  20  deg. 

0  0 
Absent  100  c.c. 
Absent  100  c.c. 
Absent  100  c.c. 


Samples  of  water  from  the  three  private  wells  already 
mentioned  were  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year. 

In  the  case  of  two  of  these  wells,  supplying  three  houses, 
the  Analyst  reported  that  the  water  was  so  grossly  polluted 
by  organisms  of  excremental  origin  as  to  be  unfit  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes.  Instructions  were  immediately  given 
that  all  water  drawn  from  the  wells  for  such  purposes  should 
be  thoroughly  boiled,  and  the  owners  were  urged  to  consider 
the  provision  of  a  satisfactory  alternative  supply  or  the 
installation  of  suitable  means  of  purification;  they  were, 
at  the  same  time,  reminded  of  the  Council’s  statutory  powers 
to  enforce  compliance .  One  of  the  houses  has  since  been 
connected  to  the  public  supply  and  definite  instructions  have 
been  given  for  similar  action  to  be  taken  in  relation  to  the 
other  two . 

The  third  private  well,  which  supplies  a  mineral  water 
factory  and  a  group  of  adjoining  cottages,  was  reported  upon 
in  1950  and  again  in  1951.  The  water  was  originally  found 
to  be  acid  in  reaction  and  thereby  liable  to  have  a  solvent 
action  on  lead,  and  to  show  slight  bacterial  impurity,  duo 
to  the  presence  of  organisms  of  a  type  associated  with  faecal 
pollution.  The  owner  was  accordingly  advised  to  substitute 
iron  piping  and  fittings  for  lead  in  the  pumping  apparatus 
and  to  correct  certain  defects  to  which  the  bacterial  con¬ 
tamination  might  be  attributable.  The  necessary  repairs  and 
improvements  were  duly  carried  out,  and  subsequent  samples  of 
the  water,  including  one  taken  in  1952,  have  been  reported  to 
be  satisfactory.  Having  regard  to  the  use  of  the  water  for 
manufacturing  purposes  and,  in  consequence,  its  distribution 
over  a  fairly  wide  area,  the  owner  was  advised  to  make  private 
arrangements  for  bacteriological  examination  at  least  once  a 
month  and  to  furnish  the  Public  Health  Department  with  copies 
of  the  Analyst’s  reports.  No  action  has  yet  been  taken  on 

the  lines  indicated,  possibly  because  of  the  death  of  the 
ownor  in  the  meantime  and  the  legal  difficulties  connected 
with  the  administration  of  his  estate. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  cesspools  of  five  dwelling-houses  were  abolished  and 
the  drainage  system  connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following  particulars 
of  important  extensions,  improvements  and  developments  of  the 
arrangements  for  drainage,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the 

aroa:- 

Drainage  Developments  to  accommodate  New  Housing 

Rushott’s  Farm  Estate,  Reigate 

Foul  Sowers  ..  ..  ..  210  yards  provided 

Surface  Water  Sewers  683  n  M 

Green  Lane  Estate,  Redhill 

Foul  Sowers  ..  ..  . .  1126  yards  constructed 

Surface  Water  Sewers  2095  n  " 

Merstham  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Progress  was  made  in  connection  with  the  construction 
of  a  new  Treatment  Works  in  the  Merstham  district  to 
accommodate  both  the  existing  population  and  the  new  London 
County  Council  Housing  Estate. 

In  this  connection  the  sedimentation  tanks  were 
practically  completed.  Floors  and  walls  of  percolating 
filters,  together  with  the  construction  of  humus  tanks  and 
the  sludge  drying  beds,  wore  almost  completed. 

Progress  was  made  in  connection  with  the  pumping 
station  building  and  in  this  case  the  reinforced  concrete 
substructure  was  completed  to  motor  room  floor  level. 

total^w orSs^^ornS  roProson^  approximately  60  per  cent  of  the 
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Repairs  and  Reconstruction  of  Existing  Sewerage  System 

The  relaying  of  39  lineal  yards  of  Foul  Sewer,  Lyndale 
Road,  Rodhill. 

The  construction  of  120  yards  of  Foul  Sower,  Colley  Way, 
Roigato  . 

The  relaying  of  125  yards  of  Surface  Water  Sower,  Meadow 
Way,  Reigato  . 

The  provision  of  24  yards  of  Surface  Water  Culvert, 
Battlohridge  Recreation  Ground,  Rodhill. 

Closet  Accommodation 

Two  cottages  with  pail  closets  wore  converted  to  the 
water-carriage  system  and  connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  streams  and  surface  water  courses  in  the  area  are 
regularly  inspected,  and  all  necessary  action  is  taken  to 
render  them  free  from  obstruction  and  pollution. 

Public  Cleansing 

A  -weekly  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  in 
operation  in  all  parts  of  the  Borough.  More  frequent 
collections  are  made  of  trade  refuse  having  a  high  content  of 
putroscible  matter.  Refuse  with  no  salvage  value  is  disposed 
of  by  incineration. 

The  conditions  of  storage  of  house  and  trade  refuse  are 
generally  satisfactory,  and  have  been  greatly  improved  by  the 
replacement  of  receptacles  found  to  be  dilapidated  or  defective 

With  a  view  to  preventing  serious  nuisance  from  flies, 
communal  street  bins  for  the  collection  of  kitchen  waste  were 
emptied  thrice  weekly  during  the  summer  months,  and  wore  with¬ 
drawn  and  thoroughly  cleansed  at  intervals  of  seven  to  ten 
days.  Those  measures  had  the  desired  result. 

Arrangements  have  boon  made  for  the  salvage  of  waste  paper 
scrap  metal,  bottles,  etc.,  and  for  the  processing  for  animal 
feeding  of  waste  food  collected  in  the  Borough  and  in  neigh¬ 
bouring  Sanitary  Districts. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

A  classified  statement  of  the  number  of  premises  visited, 
the  defects  or  nuisances  discovered,  and  the  action  and  result 
of  action  taken  in  regard  to  these  will  bo  found  in  the  Report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Shops 


Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
continue  to  be  made  as  and  when  necessary. 

Camping  Sites 

Twenty-four  licences  (13  new  licences  and  11  renewals) 
wore  granted  under  Section  269,  Sub-section  (1)  (ii),  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  trailer  caravans 
occupied  by  families  who  wore  without  proper  housing 
ac  commodation . 

A  privately-owned  site  for  60  trailer  caravans  was 
licensed  under  Section  269,  Sub-section  (1)  (i)  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  October,  1952,  and  was  brought 
partially  into  use  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  land  is  at 
Batt lebridgo ,  Merstham,  and  is  laid  out  with  concrete  road¬ 
ways  around  a  brick-built  sanitary  block,  well  equipped  for 
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tho  use  of  both  sexes,  withW.C.  accommodation,  washhand  basins, 
shower  baths,  laundry  sinks,  etc.;  there  are  also  four  external 
water  points  suitably  sited,  and  the  whole  of  the  drainage 
system  is  connected  to  the  public  sewer  via  adjoining  factory 
promises  at  Holmethorpe . 

The  privately-owned  licensed  site  for  33  trailer  caravans 
at  Maple  Road,  Redhill,  continued  throughout  the  year  to  be 
fully  occupied.  The  site  has  been  well  maintained,  and  tho 
conditions  attached  to  tho  licence  have  been  satisfactorily 
observed  . 

The  privately-owned  site  on  the  main  London  /Reigato/ 
Brighton  road  to  tho  north  of  Reigato  Hill,  which  accommodates 
35  trailer  caravans  and  which  was  in  use  some  years  before  tho 
war  as  a  recreational  site,  has  boon  frequently  inspected  and 
found  to  be  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  condition.  Tho  owner 
has  been  asked  to  have  tho  wator  main  extended  to  provide  an 
additional  wator  point  at  the  northern  end  of  tho  site;  this 
would  be  a  desirable  improvement  . 

Tho  land  in  G-atton  Park  which,  since  1950,  has  been  used 
to  accommodate  a  number  of  trailer  caravans  in  contravention  of 
tho  provisions  of  Town  Planning  legislation,  continued  in  use 
for  this  purpose  during  1952.  Ownership  of  tho  land  changed 
hands  during  tho  year.  A  liconco  granted  in  1951  under  Section 
269  for  a  limited  period  was  renewed  until  the  end  of  the  year; 
one  of  tho  conditions  attached  to  the  licence  was  that  tho 
number  of  caravans  using  the  land  should  not  exceed  16.  The 
occupiers  wore  notified  in  December  that  an  alternative  site 
would  bo  available  for  them  at  Battlobridgo  (the  site  referred 
to  above)  and  that  the  Council  would,  if  necessary,  take  steps 
to  secure  tho  removal  of  caravans  from  Gat ton  Park.  At  tho 
time  of  writing  this  report  all  tho  caravans,  except  one,  have 
left  this  land .  Tho  owner  did  not  apply  for  tho  renewal  of 
tho  liconco . 

The  Council  in  September  reaffirmed  their  previous  decision 
to  develop  a  site  for  caravans  on  land  in  tho  South  Earlswood 
area  of  the  Borough,  to  which  roforonco  was  made  in  tho  Annual 
Report  for  1951.  The  original  scheme,  which  was  based  on  a 
density  of  16  caravans  to  tho  acre,  was  amended  at  the  Ministry’ 
instigation  to  allow  23  caravans  to  the  acre,  so  that  the  final 
layout  as  approved  was  for  40  caravans.  Tho  scheme  was  in 
course  of  development  at  tho  end  of  the  year,  and  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  the  site  will  bo  ready  for  use  in  August,  1953. 

Smoke  Ab a t  om ont 

Throe  complaints  of  nuisance  from  smoke  were  received  during 
tho  year.  One  related  to  a  laundry,  one  to  a  motor  repair 
works  and  the  third  to  a  dairy.  In  each  case  the  nuisance  was 
abated  as  a  result  of  action  taken  on  tho  advice  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  w ith  regard  to  improvements  in  plant  and  methods  of 
operation,  including  in  one  instance  the  installation  of  an 
automatic  stoker. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

Three  swimming  baths  in  tho  area  are  open  to  tho  public. 

Two  are  covered  baths  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Corporation; 
tho  third  is  a  privately-owned  open-air  pool  to  which  the 
public  are  admitted  on  payment.  All  throe  baths  are  equipped 
with  the  necessary  plant  for  filtration  and  chlorination. 

Samples  of  water  from  tho  Public  Baths  at  Reigato  and 
Redhill  were  examined  at  tho  height  of  the  bathing  season  and 
wore  reported  to  be  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 
With  regard  to  chemical  quality,  it  was  recommended  that,  owing 
to  tho  relatively  high  content  of  free  ammonia,  the  residual 
chlorine  should  bo  well  maintained  to  ensure  satisfactory 
conditions  when  tho  baths  are  subject  to  heavy  loads;  the 
Baths  Superintendent  was  advised  accordingly. 

The  privately-owned  pool  was  little  used  during  tho  year 
and  tho  examination  of  the  wator  was  not,  therefore,  considered 
to  bo  necessary. 
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Eradication  of  Bod  Bugs 

The  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises  was  carried  out 
by  the  Disinfecting  Officer,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Particulars  of  Council  and  other  houses 
found  to  be  infested  and  dealt  with  during  the  year  are  set  out 
in  a  later  section  of  this  report. 

Factories  Acts,  1957  and  1948 

In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  above-named  Act,  the 
Table  given  below  indicates  the  work  which  has  been  carried  out 
during  1952. 

( 1)  Inspections 


Promises 

.N  umber-1 

Number  of 

cn 

Resistor 

i hepac-J 

tions 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  l,2,3,4an*f 
6  are  to  be  enibreed 
by  Local  Authorities 

32 

19 

(ii)  Factories  not  inclu¬ 

ded  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

134 

115 

4 

(iii)  Others 

2 

2 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

168 

136 

4 

- 

(2)  Cases  In  which  Defects  wore  found 


Humber  of  cases  In 

which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

to  H.M. 
Inspect  or 

Referred 

by  H.M. 
Inspect  or 

which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness 

5 

6 

M 

2 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 

mm 

mm 

mm 

mm 

mm 

Sanitary  con¬ 
veniences 
(a)  insufficient 

2 

4 

2 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

6 

4 

1 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

2 

2 

mm 

mm 

Other  offences 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork)  . . 

7 

7 

3 

TOTAL 

22 

23 

- 

8 

mm 

( 3 )  Out  Work  (Sections  110  and  111) 


One  list  of  outworkers,  affecting  four  persons,  was 
received  from  an  employer.  Eight  lists  wore  received  from 
other  Authorities,  affecting  thirty  persons,  whoso  promises 
were  visited.  No  action  was  necessary. 
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SECTION  III 
HOUS  INC 


The  statistical  particulars  relating  to  housing  in  tho 
aroa  aro  sot  out  bo low . 

For  tho  reasons  explained  in  recent  reports,  it  has  not 
been  practicable  to  resume  the  systematic  inspection  of  houses 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  but  a  considerable 
number  of  dwellings  were  visited  and  inspected  in  connection 
with  infectious  disease,  applications  to  tho  Council  for  housing 
accommodation  and  on  complaint  by  tenants.  It  has  boon  possible 
to  secure,  by  Informal  action,  at  least  a  partial  repair  of  tho 
majority  of  the  houses  found  to  bo  defective,  but  high  costs  of 
labour  and  material,  together  with  the  cumulative  effect  of  rent 
control  over  a  number  of  years,  add  very  greatly  to  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  administration  of  housing  legislation. 

Tho  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  during  tho  year  was 
180.  Ton  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense ;  eight  of 
these  wore  in  Grove  Road,  Rodhill,  and  would  have  been  recommended 
for  inclusion  in  a  clearance  scheme  for  that  area  if  the  war  had 
not  intervened  to  make  such  action  inopportune,  one  was  in 
Lesbourno  Road,  Reigate,  and  one  in  Gat ton  Park  Road,  Redhill. 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  in  respect  of  four  of  tho  houses  in  Grove  Road;  tho 
remaining  six  properties  were  dealt  with  in  tho  early  part  of  1963. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  two  houses  which  had  been 
inspected  in  1951  and  found  to  bo  unfit  for  human  habitation 
were  dealt  with  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  In 
one  case,  the  owners  made  an  offer  of  works  which  was  accepted 
by  the  Council  and  the  house  was  subsequently  put  into  a  proper 
state  of  repair.  In  the  other  case,  a  farm  cottage,  the  owner 
gave  an  undertaking  that  the  dwelling,  when  vacated,  would  not 
be  re-let  until  it  had  been  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Local  Authority.  This  undertaking  was  accepted,  and  the  house 
has  since  remained  empty.  Two  houses  which  had  boon  subject  in 
former  years  to  undertakings  by  the  owners  not  to  re-let  until 
the  houses  had  been  made  fit  were  demolished  and  re-built  in 
1952  and  the  undertakings  were  formally  cancelled. 

Informal  Notices  were  served  on  the  owners  of  170  houses 
which  were  found  not  to  he  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation;  166  defective  dwelling-houses  in  this  category 
were  rendered  fit  before  the  end  of  the  year  In  consequence  of 
informal  action.  In  one  case  it  was  necessary  to  serve  a 
formal  Notice  under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
for  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  arising  from  serious  roof  defects, 

Four  now/  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  discovered 
during  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  ten  cases  known  to  exist  at 
the  end  of  1951.  Sight  were  abated,  leaving  only  6  dwellings 
overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  is  the  lowest  figure 
recorded  under  this  heading  since  the  war. 

The  Council's  Housing  Manager  has  very  kindly  supplied  the 
following  particulars  in  respect  of  the  year  under  review  :- 


(1)  Number  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year :  14 0 


( 2 )  Families  rehoused  from  waiting  list:- 

In  Permanent  Council  Houses  ..  .  88 

In  Permanent  Council  Flats  .  21 

In  Old  People’s  Bungalows  ..  ..  . .  ..  1 

In  Pre-fabricated  Temporary  Bungalows  ..  ..  7 

In  Requisitioned  Properties  ..  ..  ..  ..  53 

In  Miscellaneous  Properties  .  4 


Totals  174 
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(3)  (a)  Families  transferred  f ran  Regu  isitioned  Properties: 

To  Permanent  Council  Houses  .  50 

To  Permanent  Council  Flats  .  4 

To  Pre-f abricated  Temporary  Bungalows  ..  4 

To  other  Requisitioned  Properties  ..  ..  3 

To  Miscellaneous  Property  .  1 

Total:  62 


Bungalows :- 

To  Permanent  Council  Houses  ..  ..  ..  9 

(c)  Families  transferred  from  Permanent  Council  Houses: 

To  Pre-f abricated  Temporary  Bungalows  .  *  2 

To  Old  People’s  Bungalows  ..  ..  ..  1 

Total:  3 

( d )  Families  transferred  from  Miscellaneous  Property: - 

To  Permanent  Council  Houses  . .  1 

(e )  Families  transferred  from  one  type  of  Permanent 

Council  dwelling  to  another f  7.  7~.  71  29 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  .  180 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,392 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ..  . ,  10 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  62 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  ..  10 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  bo  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  . .  .  •  •  170 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices  °  * 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  ..  . .  166 
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3 .  Action  under  Statutory  Pavers  during  the  year 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
not  ices : - 

(a)  By  owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : - 

(a)  By  owners  .  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners  . .  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1) . Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ..  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ..  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  roans  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ..  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  wore  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  . .  Nil 

4 .  Housing  Act,  1956  -  Part  IV.  Overcrowding 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ..  ..  ..  6 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  13 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  65 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  4 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  8 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  26 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  again  became 

overcrowded  after  the  local  authority  had  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ..  Nil 
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SECTION  IV 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

Tho  greater  part  of  tho  milk  sold  by  retail  in  tho  Borough 
is  pasteurised,  either  at  a  licensed  dairy  in  Croydon  or  at  a 
local  dairy,  which  is  equipped  with  a  modern  H.T.S.T.  (high 
temperature  short-time)  pasteurising  apparatus  and  is  licensed 
by  the  Borough  Council.  Most  of  the  untreated  milk  which  is 
distributed  locally  is  obtained  from  herds  which  have  passed 
tho  tuberculin  test.  A  small  quantity  of  sterilised  milk  is 
also  sold  . 

The  milk  supplies  are  subject  to  frequent  sampling,  which 
is  carried  out  for  the  following  purposes :- 

(a)  To  check  the  quality  of  the  milk  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  its  chemical  composition.  Samples  are  obtained  by 
purchase  for  submission  for  analysis  by  the  Public 
Analyst  . 

(b)  To  check  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk,  which  is  an 
indication  of  the  methods  adopted  during  its  production 
and  distribution  to  ensure  cleanliness  and  freedom  from 
contamination.  Samples  are  taken  from  retailers  of 
pasteurised  and  tuberculin-tested  milk  for  submission 
to  the  methylene -blue  reduction  test  . 

(c)  To  check  the  efficiency  of  pasteurisation  carried  out 
locally  and  in  other  districts.  Milk  processed 
locally  is  sampled  at  least  once  a  fortnight,  either 
at  the  processing  plant  or  in  course  of  distribution, 
and  submitted  to  the  phosphatase  test.  Milk  retailed 
in  the  Borough  and  processed  elsewhere  is  similarly 
tested  about  once  a  month. 

(d)  To  ascertain  the  freedom  or  otherwise  from  tubercle 
bacilli.  Sampling  for  this  purpose  is  almost 
entirely  restricted  to  milk  which  will  not  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  heat  treatment  before  delivery  to  the 
consumer.  Samples  of  such  supplies  are  taken 
every  three  months  at  tho  place  of  production  and 
are  submitted  to  biological  examination. 

With  the  object  of  avoiding  overlapping  of 
sampling  duties  and  unnecessary  travelling  by  sampling 
officers,  tho  routine  visits  to  six  dairy  farms  just 
within  the  boundaries  of  adjoining  Rural  districts 
were  undertaken  by  officers  of  the  Borough  Public 
Health  Department,  with  the  consent  of  the  local 
authorities  concerned. 

The  results  of  laboratory  examination  of  milk  supplies 
during  the  year  are  summarised  in  Table  IV.  They  show  that 
only  one  sample  of  tuberculin-tested  milk,  which  was  taken 
during  tho  hot  weather  in  Juno,  failed  to  pass  the  methylene- 
blue  reduction  test;  the  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  was  informed  of  tho 
result.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  all  the  samples  of 
pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk  reached  the  prescribed  standards, 
and  that  the  thirty-three  samples  submitted  to  biological 
examination  were  reported  to  be  free  from  living  organisms 
of  tuberculosis  . 
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TABLE  IV 


RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 


1 .  Tests  required  by  Regulations  governing  Spocial  Designations 


No.  of  Samples 

Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Turbi¬ 

dity  . 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Test 

Void 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Tuberculin 
Tested : 

26 

25 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

(Pasteurised ) 

19 

16 

— 

3 

19 

— 

— 

Past  ourisod : 

74 

68 

- 

6 

74 

- 

- 

Sterilised : 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

2 .  Biological  Examination 


No.  of  Samples 

Tubercle  Bacilli  +- 

%  Tubercle  Bacilli  f 

33 

Nil 

0  .00 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949  &  1950 

Licences,  as  under,  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  were 
granted  to  fourteen  retailors  in  the  area:- 


Typo  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Licence 

Licenc  os 

Premises 

Pasteurised 

Pasteuriser’s  .. 

1 

1 

n 

•  * 

Dealer’ s 

5 

11 

It 

•  • 

Supplementary  .. 

3 

- 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Dealer ' s 

5 

10 

t»  it 

Supplementary  .. 

3 

- 

Sterilised 

Dealer’s 

8 

14 

it 

•  • 

Supplementary  . . 

1 

- 

18  — 


Meat  and  Other  Poods 


The  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Moat)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1924,  is  described  in  the  report  of  the  Chhf  Sanitary 
Inspector,  which  also  includes  an  account  of  unsound  food 
destroyed  and  particulars  of  inspections  of  premises  whore 
food  is  prepared. 

As  a  result  of  an  unsatisfactory  report  by  the  Public 
Analyst  on  a  sample  of  what  was  described  on  retail  sale 
as  a  '’steak  pie”,  representation  was  made  by  the  Borough 
Council  to  the  Pood  Standards  Division  of  the  Ministry  of 
Pood  on  the  question  of  fixing  a  standard  meat  content  and 
making  suitable  labelling  provisions  for  such  articles. 


Adulteration,  etc. 

No  special  action  was  necessary  under  Sections  27  to  29 
of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  relating  to  Artificial  Cream 
nor  under  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923 
to  1948,  and  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations, 
1923  to  1948. 

All  articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  wore 
examined  for  the  presence  of  preservatives,  in  accordance 
with  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Pood)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925  to  1940.  The  presence  of  preservative  within 
the  proscribed  limit  in  two  samples  of  sausage  constituted 
a  technical  offence  against  the  Regulations,  in  that  the 
retailers  did  not  declare  the  presence  of  a  preservative, 
either  by  a  printed  label  on  the  package  as  sold  or  by  a 
notice  displayed  conspicuously  in  the  shop.  The  retailers 
in  both  cases  were  interviewed  and  warned. 

Only  one  infringement  of  the  many  Orders  relating  to 
Pood  Standards  and  Lobelling  was  recorded .  This  related  to 
a  sample  of  shredded  suet  taken  informally  and  found  to  be 
slightly  deficient  in  fat;  a  "follow-up”  sample  of  the  same 
brand  taken  formally.  Immediately  after  receipt  of  the 
Analyst’s  report,  complied  with  the  prescribed  standard. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Council’s 
Analyst,  Mr.  D.  D.  Moir,  M.Sc.,  P.R.I.C.,  and  samples  of 
kilk  and  ice-cream  for  biological  and  bacteriological 
examination  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  Limited. 

Thirty-six  samples  of  ice-cream  from  seventeen  retailers 
wore  examined  for  bacterial  quality  by  submission  to  the 
methylene-blue  reduction  test.  This  compares  with  thirty 
samples  taken  from  nineteen  retailers  in  1951.  Fourteen 
of  the  samples  wore  taken  at  the  only  two  premises  registered 
in  this  Borough  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice-cream;  thirteen 
of  these  were  reported  on  as  being  within  Grades  I  and  II; 
the  test  could  not  bo  applied  to  one  sample,  because  of  the 
presence  of  colouring  matter.  The  22  samples  manufactured 
elsewhere  were  in  Grades  I  and  II .  These  results  are 
generally  satisfactory,  and  show  an  improvement  on  those 
for  1951. 
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SECTION  V 


PREVALENCE  OP.  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation 

Tho  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  tho  isolation 
and  tho  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  a  function 
of  tho  Regional  Hospital  Board  .  Patients  from  tho  Borough  are 
admitted  to  the  isolation  hospitals  at  Blotchingley  and  Westcott, 
if  the  required  accommodation  is  available;  otherwise,  they  are 
sent  to  isolation  hospitals  in  other  parts  of  tho  Hospital  Region. 

There  was  no  complaint  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  tho  scheme,  with  arrangements  for  ambulance  transport 
or  with  the  quality  of  tho  hospital  services  given.  The  few 
instances  of  delay  in  the  admission  of  infectious  persons  to 
hospital  could  have  been  avoided  if  the  medical  practitioners 
concerned  had  made  their  application  to  tho  Hospital  Bed  Service 
in  the  first  instance,  in  accordance  with  present  procedure, 
instead  of  making  direct  approach  to  individual  isolation 
hospitals,  as  they  have  been  accustomed  to  do  in  tho  past. 
Uncomplicated  cases  of  tho  commoner  infections,  such  as  measles, 
chicken-pox  and  whooping  cough,  are  not  usually  accepted,  unless 
recommended  by  tho  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  grounds  that 
tho  patient  cannot  be  satisfactorily  isolated  and  treated  at 
homo;  several  such  cases  wore  admitted  to  hospital  during  the 
year . 


Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  to  tho  failure 
of  certain  isolation  hospital  authorities  to  notify  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  admission  and  discharge  of  patients 
from  his  area,  or  of  the  ultimate  diagnosis  made  in  cases 
admitted  to  hospital  on  suspicion.  This  necessitates  frequent 
telephone  calls  to  the  hospitals  concerned,  to  obtain  informa¬ 
tion  which  is  essential  for  the  application  of  suitable 
precautionary  measures  in  the  interests  of  tho  general  public. 
There  has  boon  some  improvement  as  a  result  of  informal  approach 
to  local  isolation  hospitals,  and  it  is  expected  that  further 
improvement  will  follow  tho  recent  issue  of  a  Ministry  of 
Health  circular  on  tho  subject  to  Regional  Hospital  Boards. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 


The  action  taken  on  receipt  of  a  notification  that  a  person 
is  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  is  fully  described  in 
previous  reports. 

Tho  exclusion  from  school  of  infected  persons  and  contacts 
is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in 
the  joint  Memorandum  issued  in  1927  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  Board  of  Education,  and  amended  in  August,  1942. 

Table  V  shows  the  number  of  the  various  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  recorded  in  the 
area  during  the  calendar  year,  classified  according  to  tho  ago 
of  the  patient,  together  with  the  numbers  of  cases  removed  to 
hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease.  Comparative 
statistics  are  given  in  Table  VI.  Tho  prevalence  of  tho 
various  diseases  is  reviewed  below. 
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CASES  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
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CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1952 
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Scarlet  Fever 


The  number  of  notified  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  very 
slightly  above  the  average  for  the  Borough,  but  did  not 
represent  a  higher  rate  of  prevalence  than  that  observed  in 
most  other  areas.  As  in  recent  years,  the  prevailing  type 
of  infection  was  unusually  mild  and  relatively  free  from 
serious  complications.  Small  groups  of  cases  were  reported 
from  Holmesdale  School  in  the  early  spring  and  from  St.Johns 
School  in  the  later  months  of  the  year;  otherwise,  the 
distribution  was  fairly  general  as  regards  season  and  locality. 
Investigations  at  the  schools  chiefly  affected,  and  also  at 
two  private  schools  where  fresh  cases  of  the  disease  had  been 
cropping  up  at  intervals  of  a  few  weeks,  led  to  the  discovery 
of  definite  foci  of  infection  from  which  the  outbreaks  had  in 
all  probability  originated. 

Home  isolation  was  permitted  and  encouraged  wherever  the 
facilities  available  for  the  purpose  were  reasonably  satis¬ 
factory,  with  due  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  occupation  of 
other  members  of  the  household.  All  school  children,  whether 
treated  in  hospital  or  at  home,  were  examined  before  being 
allowed  to  return  to  school. 

Enteric  Fever 

The  occurrence  of  a  case  of  enteric  fever  in  the  Borough 
is  an  unusual  event.  The  person  affected  was  a  fifteen-year- 
old  girl,  who  was  admitted  to  hospital  with  symptoms  of 
septicaemia  and  was  subsequently  found  to  bo  infected  with 
3.  Paratyphosus  B.,  the  source  of  which  could  not  be  traced. 
Specimens  from  homo  contacts  were  reported  t o  be  free  from 
paratyphoid  organisms . 

A  suspected  case  of  enteric  fever  was  removed  to  hospital 
for  investigation,  but  was  not  confirmed. 

Food  Poisoning 

It  was  reported  that  30  teachers  and  180  pupils  had 
suffered  from  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  about  ten  to  twelve  hours 
after  the  ingestion  of  a  meal  supplied  from  a  Central  Kitchen. 
The  symptoms  were  of  moderate  severity,  and  most  of  the  persons 
affected  were  able  to  return  to  school  on  the  following  day; 
two  -  one  teacher  and  one  pupil  -  received  medical  attention 
from  their  private  doctors  and  were  formally  notified  as  cases 
of  food  poisoning. 

The  school  meal  in  question  consisted  of  roast'  pork, 
boiled  potatoes,  spring  greens  and  gravy,  followed  by  jam  tart 
and  custard  .  Suspicion  pointed  to  the  roast  pork;  this  was 
supplied  as  boned  and  rolled  joints,  which  were  roasted  the 
previous  day,  placed  under  refrigeration  overnight  and  sliced 
on  the  day  the  meal  was  served.  Bacteriological  examination 
of  remnants  of  the  meal,  including  the  roast  pork,  and  of 
specimens  from  the  staff  of  the  Central  Kitchen  did  not  disclose 
the  presence  of  food  poisoning  organisms . 

Notv; ithst and ing  the  absence  of  laboratory  confirmation, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  the  outbreak  was  one  of  bacterial 
food  poisoning  and  that  the  roast  pork  was  the  responsible 
agent.  It  Is  probable  that  some  of  the  joints  became  con¬ 
taminated  in  the  process  of  cooling,  which  would  explain  the 
fact  that  only  one  in  six  of  those  who  partook  of  the  meal 
wore  affected  and  that  laboratory  examination  of  the  pork 
yielded  negative  results.  The  kitchen  staff  were  advised 
of  the  precautions  to  bo  taken  to  prevent  a  similar  occurrence 
in  the  future,  their  particular  attention  being  drawn  to  the 
importance  of  thorough  cleansing  of  food  containers  and  to 
the  undesirability  of  placing  largo  quantities  of  warm  food 
in  the  refrigerator. 
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The  third  notification  of  food  poisoning  related  to  a 
student  nurse,  who  had  symptoms  of  gastro-enteritis  which  were 
subsequently  found  to  be  due  to  infection  with  a  food  poisoning 
organism  of  a  typo  usually  associated  with  sprayed  dried  egg 
(Salmonella  Montevideo) .  The  duration  and  source  of  the 
infection  in  this  case  could  not  be  discovered,  as  the  patient 
had  had  all  her  meals  in  hospital  where,  it  was  ascertained, 
dried  egg  had  not  been  used  for  several  months  previously. 

A  local  resident  complained  of  gastro-enteritis  after 
eating  chocolate  biscuits  purchased  at  a  shop  in  the  Borough. 

The  sale  of  the  suspected  biscuits  was  suspended  and  samples 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  who  later  reported  that 
they  were  free  from  harmful  ingredients  and  impurities  and 
were  quite  fit  for  human  consumption. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Twenty  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  (i.e.  rise  of  tempera¬ 
ture  in  the  lying-in  period)  were  reported  from  maternity 
institutions  in  the  Borough.  Five  of  the  patients  wore  normally 
resident  in  other  areas,  but  had  been  admitted  to  local  hospitals 
for  their  confinement.  The  total  number  of  cases  is  very  much 
greater  than  usual,  in  consequence  of  the  amended  definition  of 
puerperal  pyrexia  as  introduced  by  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Regulations,  1951,  which  includes  cases  not  formerly  notifiable. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

One  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  (i.e.  acute  purulent 
inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  the  new-born)  was  notified.  This 
was  a  baby  bom  in  the  Redhill  County  Hospital,  where  it  remained 
under  treatment  and  was  later  reported  to  have  recovered  without 
permanent  damage  to  the  eyes  or  impairment  of  vision. 

Pneumonia 

The  number  of  notifications  of  pneumonia  was  very  slightly 
above  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years,  the  incidence  being 
heaviest  amongst  elderly  persons  and  in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
the  year.  One  of  the  notifications  related  to  pneumonia 
occurring  as  a  complication  of  chicken-pox,  and  in  two  instances 
influenza  was  stated  to  be  an  antecedent  condition,  but  it  is 
probable  that  several  others  were  secondary  to  the  same  cause, 
though  not  so  designated.  Four  notifications  were  post-humous 
and  are  not  included  in  the  total.  Seven  cases  occurred  in 
residential  institutions,  where  they  received  all  necessary 
treatment,  seven  others  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  the 
remainder  were  treated  in  their  own  homes.  The  Health  Visitors 
reported  that  the  home-treated  cases  were  properly  accommodated 
and  that  skilled  nursing  assistance,  where  required,  had  already 
been  engaged . 

The  mortality  ascribed  to  pneumonia  was  the  highest  for 
several  years  and  was,  with  few  exceptions,  confined  to  the 
aged  and  infirm,  in  most  of  whom  pre-existing  disease  was  an 
important  contribut ory  factor.  It  may  be  noted  that  the 
deaths  recorded  under  this  heading  represent  an  unduly  high 
proportion  of  the  total  number  of  cases  notified;  the  former 
include  many  due  to  non-notif iable  forms  of  pneumonia,  so  that 
the  case  mortality  is  not  truly  represented  by  the  ratio  of 
deaths  to  notified  cases. 
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Acute  anterior  poliomyelitis 


Pour  confirmed  cases  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis 
(infantile  paralysis)  were  reported,  all  in  the  later  months 
of  the  year,  when  the  disease  was  unusually  prevalent  elsewhere 
in  the  country  and  in  neighbouring  sanitary  districts.  Three 
of  the  patients  had  paralysis  in  greater  or  lesser  degree  at 
some  stage  of  their  illness,  the  fourth  being  of  the  non¬ 
paralytic  type.  All  were  admitted  to  hospital;  one  died  a 
few  days  after  admission,  but  the  others  recovered  with 
comparatively  little  residual  disability.  Two  suspected  cases 
wore  admitted  to  hospital  for  observation,  but  the  provisional 
diagnosis  of  poliomyelitis  w as  not  confirmed. 

Although  all  four  cases  occurred  in  the  same  period  of  the 
year,  they  were  not  closely  related  v/ith  regard  to  date  of 
onset  or  geographical  distribution,  nor,  so  far  as  is  known, 
had  they  direct  or  indirect  contact  with  each  other.  It  is 
rarely  possible,  however,  to  trace  contact  with  a  known  case, 
as  the  infection  is  more  often  conveyed  by  abortive  or  unrecog¬ 
nised  cases.  The  difficulty  of  detection  and,  in  consequence, 
of  effective  administrative  control,  is  mainly  duo  to  the  ill- 
defined  and  often  evanescent  character  of  the* Initial  symptoms, 
and  the  absence  of  a  simple  and  reliable  clinical  or  laboratory 
test  for  application  to  suspected  cases.  The  subject  assumes 
great  importance  in  view  of  the  increasing  prevalence  of  the 
disease  in  this  country  in  recent  years  and  the  mortality  and 
serious  physical  disability  that  may  result  from  it. 

Polio-encepha litis 

This  disease  resembles  poliomyelitis,  except  that  the 
brain,  rather  than  the  spinal  cord.  Is  chiefly  affe.ated  and 
that  it  is  usually  associated  with  higher  mortality.  The  one 
case  reported  in  1952  was  a  three -year- old  child,  who  died  a 
few  hours  after  her  admission  to  hospital.  Extensive  enquiry 
in  this  case  also  failed  to  discover  a  possible  source  of 
infection . 

Whooping  Gough 

Cases  of  whooping  cough  were  much  less  numerous  than  in 
1951  or  1950.  A  fairly  localised  outbreak  In  Redhill  about 
mid-summer  was  followed  by  a  secondary  wave  of  infection,  in 
which  infants’  schools  in  the  Reigate  area  were  mainly  involved. 
All  notified  cases  were  investigated  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
whose  reports  indicated  that  the  infection  was  generally  mild 
in  type  and  free  from  more  serious  complications.  Two  cases 
were  removed  to  hospital  as  they  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
isolated  and  treated  in  their  own  homes;  a  third  was 
recommended  for  admission  to  hospital  for  the  same  reasons, 
but  parental  consent  was  not  forthcoming  and  the  circumstances 
did  not  warrant  action  for  compulsory  removal.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  whooping  cough . 

Measles 


The  widespread  prevalence  of  measles  in  1950  and  1951 
resulted  in  the  natural  Immunisation  of  a  very  large  section 
of  the  child  population.  In  consequence,  the  number  of  cases 
reported  in  the  year  under  review  was  comparatively  small. 

Most  of  those  occurred  In  localised  outbreaks  in  Merstham  and 
South  Park  between  Juno  and  August;  it  is  of  interest  to  note 
that  the  incidence  was  highest  during  the  summer  holiday,  when 
spread  of  infection  could  not  bo  attributed  to  school  attendance. 
One  case,  in  which  the  original  infection  was  complicated  by 
pneumonia,  was  admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  measles. 


Erysipelas 


The  three  notified  cases  of  this  disease  included  two 
occurring  at  St.Annes,  Redhill,  and  affecting  patients  aged 
ninety-four  and  ninety-nine  years,  and  one  reported  from  a 
private  dwelling.  All  recovered  satisfactorily. 

Ma laria 


One  case  of  malaria  was  reported.  The  person  affected 
had  contracted  the  disease  abroad  and  suffered  a  relapse  on 
returning  to  this  country.  No  special  action  was  necessary. 

Tuberculos is 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year 
are  set  out  in  Table  VII,  together  with  an  analysis  of  the 
deaths  in  the  area  from  this  disease  during  the  same  period. 

The  new  cases  include  thirty-three  notified  for  the  first 
time  and  three  which  became  known  after  death,  either  through 
post-humous  notification  or  from  the  Registrar’s  Returns  of 
Deaths.  In  addition,  it  was  reported  that  thirty-nine  cases 
of  tuberculosis  (36  respiratory  and  3  non-respiratory)  had 
taken  up  residence  In  the  Borough;  these  came  from  other 
districts  in  which  they  had  already  been  notified,  and  included 
twenty-four  new  residents  of  the  London  County  Council’s  Housing 
Estate  at  Merstham.  The  incidence  of  respiratory  and  of  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis  amongst  the  normal  inhabitants  of  the 
Borough  and  the  relative  numbers  of  males  and  females  affected 
do  not  differ  greatly  from  those  usually  observed. 

Six  deaths  were  attributed  to  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs; 
this  is  equivalent  to  a  mortality  rate  of  0.14  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  which  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in  the  Borough. 

The  mortality  rate  for  non-respiratory  forms  of  the  disease, 
which  was  0.04  per  1,000  approximates  to  the  average  for  the 
past  ton  years. 

A  register  is  kept  of  the  names,  addresses  and  other 
particulars  relating  to  known  cases  of  tuberculosis.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  remained  on  the  Register  the  names  of  297 
persons,  of  whom  239  (128  males,  111  females),  were  suffering 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  58  (29  males,  29  females), 
from  tuberculosis  of  other  organs . 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  nor  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis) . 

The  voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee,  which  works  in 
close  association  with  local  Chest  Clinics  and  Sanatoria,  con¬ 
tinued  its  activities  on  behalf  of  tuberculous  persons  and  their 
dependants.  The  assistance  granted  during  the  year  included 
the  supply  of  extra  nourishment,  fuel,  bedding,  clothing,  sick¬ 
room  requisites,  etc.,  and  the  payment  of  fares,  pocket  money 
and  other  incidental  expenses  which  could  not  be  mot  from 
official  sources. 
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Now  Cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  all  Deaths  from  the  Disease  in 
the  Area  during  1952,  classified  according  to  Ago,  Sex  and 

Type  of  Disease 
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Ago  Periods 

Under  1  year 

1-5  years  . .  . . 
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45-55  years  . .  . . 

55-65  years  . .  . . 

65  &  upwards  .. 
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Mass -Rad 1 o  gr  aphy 

A  Mass -Radiography  Survey  was  conducted  at  the  Central 
Hall,  Redhill,  from  18th  February  to  3rd  March,  1952. 

Special  sessions  were  arranged  for  organised  groups  from 
senior  schools,  local  industrial  undertakings,  youth  organisa¬ 
tions,  members  of  the  Council’s  staff,  etc.,  in  addition  to 
the  sessions  for  the  general  public. 

The  findings  of  the  Survey  are  briefly  summarised  as 
follows 


Ma  lo 

Female 

Total 

Number  of  persons  examined  ..  .. 

2,146 

2,170 

4,316 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  -  active  .. 

7 

2 

9 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  -  inactive: 
New  cases 

46 

52 

98 

Oases  previously  known 

20 

15 

35 

Non-tuberculous  abnormalities 

65 

46 

111 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  discovered 
in  the  course  of  tho  Survey  represents  a  relatively  small 
proportion  of  the  total  number  of  persons  examined  and  is  not 
above  tho  average  for  other  areas. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
Vaccination  against  Small-pox 

Vaccination  against  small-pox  is  not  at  present  under¬ 
taken  at  tho  County  Council’s  Clinics  in  tho  Borough. 
Particulars  of  notifications  of  vaccinations  performed  by 
private  medical  practitioners  during  the  year  are  as  follows 
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Tho  total  number  of  primary  vaccinations  and  of  re- 
vaccinations  is  very  much  smaller  than  in  1951.  Tho  figures 
for  that  year  were,  however,  exceptionally  high,  due  to  the 
occurrence  of  a  fairly  extensive  outbreak  of  virulent  small¬ 
pox  in  a  neighbouring  county  and  tho  consequent  demand  for 
vaccination  or  re- vaccination  by  persons  having  direct  or 
indirect  contact  with  tho  infected  locality. 

It  is  estimated  that  roughly  45.0  per  cent  of  the  infants 
born  in  1952  were  vaccinated  against  small-pox.  This  is  a 
welcome  advance  an  tho  figure  of  30.0  per  cent. which  has  been 
usual  since  infant  vaccination  was  placed  on  a  voluntary  basis 
under  tho  National  Health  Service  Act.  A  considerable  number 
of  re-vaccinations  were  of  persons  who  were  required  to  produce 
certificates  of  recent  vaccination  to  enable  them  to  travel 
abroad.  Such  certificates  must  be  authenticated  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  in  which  the  person 
normally  resides . 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

The  numbers  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of 
immunisation  during  the  year  are  as  follows :- 

Undor  1  1-5  5-15 

year  years  years  Total 

270  253  38  561 
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In  addition,  reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic 
were  given  to  693  persons,  mostly  school  entrants,  who  had 
completed  a  course  of  immunisation  three  or  four  years  previously. 

It  is  estimated  that  not  less  than  65.0  per  cent. of  children 
under  the  age  of  five  years  and  80.0  per  cent,  of  those  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  have  been  artificially 
immunised  against  diphtheria,  either  by  private  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  or  at  the  County  CouncilTs  Clinics.  The  records  are 
incomplete,  however,  in  as  far  as  they  relate  to  children 
immunised  by  their  own  doctors  prior  to  5th  July,  1948,  so  it  is 
probable  that  the  proportions  of  immunised  children  in  the  later 
age  groups  are  somewhat  greater  than  those  estimated.  It  is 
expected  that  the  recent  introduction  of  whooping  cough  vaccina¬ 
tion,  with  which  diphtheria  immunisation  can  conveniently  and 
with  advantage  be  combined,  will  tend  in  time  to  raise  the 
proportion  of  young  infants  immunised  against  the  latter  disease. 

Vaccination  against  Whooping  Cough 

With  the  recent  introduction  of  whooping  cough  vaccines  which 
have  been  proved,  after  extensive  trial,  to  have  a  very  high 
immunising  value,  the  Surrey  County  Council  decided  to  provide 
facilities  for  whooping  cough  vaccination,  either  alone  or  in 
combination  with  diphtheria  prophylaxis.  This  is  available 
through  general  medical  practitioners,  at  fixed  immunisation 
clinics  and  at  infant  welfare  sessions  at  which  diphtheria 
immunisation  is  at  present  undertaken,  and  is  directed  mainly 
to  infants  under  the  age  of  twelve  months.  It  is  not  intended, 
at  present,  to  take  any  special  or  organised  measures  for 
pressing  the  general  acceptance  of  immunisation  against  whooping 
cough,  though  the  advisability  of  doing  so  will  bo  considered  in 
the  light  of  experience. 

The  extendod  arrangements  came  into  force  on  1st  August, 
1952,  and  were  made  known  to  parents  through  the  medium  of  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  course 
of  their  domiciliary  visiting.  Fifty -nine  infants  completed 

a  full  course  before  the  end  of  the  year,  while  six  others,  who 
had  been  vaccinated  previously,  we re  given  reinforcing  injections. 
The  demand  will  undoubtedly  increase  very  considerably  as  the 
existing  facilities  become  more  generally  known. 

Measles  Prophylaxis 

Measles  serum  was  not  extensively  used  for  the  prevention 
or  attenuation  of  measles.  No  request  was  made  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  the  supply  of  immune  serum  for  the  total 
or  partial  immunisation  of  susceptible  measles  contacts. 

Prevention  of  Tuberculosis 


The  County  Council  has  made  arrangements  for  the  protective 
inoculation,  by  B.C.G.  vaccine,  of  selected  children  from 
households  in  which  there  is  an  infectious  case  of  tuberculosis. 
This  work  is  undertaken  mainly  by  the  Chest  Physicians,  with 
occasional  assistance  from  the  Divisional  Medical  Staff. 

Other  Diseases 


Prophylactic  inoculation  against  other  infectious  diseases, 
such  as  enteric  fever,  cholera,  yellow  fever,  etc.,  is  necessary 
in  the  case  of  persons  proposing  to  visit  foreign  countries 
whore  those  diseases  are  endemic,  and  is  usually  undertaken 
at  specified  centres.  The  International  Certificate  required 
in  such  cases  must  bo  authenticated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  district  in  which  the  person  resides. 


-29- 


Non-notif iablo  Infectious  Diseases 


Information  relating  to  the  prevalence  of  non-notif iablo 
infectious  and  contagious  diseases  is  necessarily  incomplete, 
and  is  obtained  mainly  from  reports  of  school  absentees  and 
from  the  Registrar’s  weekly  returns  of  deaths.  Cases  also 
ccme  to  notice  through  enquiries  by  employers  with  regard  to 
quarantine  periods,  requests  for  d  is  inf  ection,  casual  communica¬ 
tions  by  private  medical  practitioners  and  applications  for 
domestic  assistance  under  the  Homo  Help  Scheme .  The  occurrence 
of  cases  at  the  Day  Nursery  and  in  residential  children’s  homos 
is  also  reported. 

It  would  appear  from  the  information  obtained  from  all 
these  sources  that  the  incidence  of  non-notif iable  infection 
was  unusually  low.  There  were  reports  of  86  cases  of  chicken- 
pox,  65  of  mumps  and  11  of  german  measles,  none  of  which  required 
hospital  treatment.  Influenza  was  not  unduly  prevalent,  the 
four  deaths  from  this  cause  being  equivalent  to  a  mortality 
rate  of  0.9  per  1,000,  which  is  not  above  the  average  for  the 
Borough . 


Disinfection 

There  are  facilities  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  for  the 
sterilisation  of  articles  that  have  been  exposed  to  infection 
and  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous  persons  and  their  belong¬ 
ings.  Provision  has  been  made  for  the  treatment  by  formalin 
vapour  of  books  and  other  articles  which  are  unsuitable  for 
disinfection  by  super-heated  steam.  The  work  undertaken  at 
the  Disinfecting  Station  during  the  year  is  summarised  in  a 
later  section  of  this  report. 

Uncloanlines  s 

Pediculosis 


The  incidence  of  infestation  by  lice  continues  to  be 
comparatively  low.  Not  a  single  instance  of  verminous 
infestation  of  person  or  clothing  was  encountered,  and  not 
very  many  of  pediculosis  of  the  scalp.  Rather  less  than 
2.0  per  cent  of  school  children  were  found  to  be  so  affected 
in  varying  degree  when  examined  by  the  Health  Visitors,  but 
not  in  any  case  to  such  an  extent  as  to  require  cleansing  under 
the  arrangements  made  for  that  purpose.  The  Public  Health 
Department  was  not  called  upon  to  undertake  the  cleansing  of 
any  verminous  adult . 

Scabies 


Only  8  cases  of  scabies  -  2  children  and  6  adults  -  were 
reported.  All  were  successfully  treated  at  the  County 
Council’s  Clinics  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  steam 
disinfection  of  bedding  and  personal  linen,  where  this  was 
considered  to  be  advisable. 
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BOROUGH  OF  R El GATE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  tho 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


for  tho  year  1952 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  tho  Public  Health  Committoo 

Mr .Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  herewith  my  nineteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  1952* 

Tho  duties  which  continue  to  be  the  most  prominent  amongst 
the  varied  work  of  tho  Inspectors  are  concerned  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  matters : - 

(a)  Tho  investigation  of  tho  many  types  of  complaint 
which  are  made  to  the  Department,  either  by  letter 

or  telephone,  or  verbally  to  the  Inspectors  during 
tho  course  of  their  work. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  complaints  to  bo  investigated 
relate  to  the  condition  of  dwelling-houses,  and  it  is  a  matter 
of  comment  that  in  1952  the  number  of  those  complaints  was  only 
about  half  those  recorded  in  tho  previous  year.  This  is  sur¬ 
prising,  in  view  of  the  generally  acknowledged  fact  that  rent 
controlled  property  is  seriously  deteriorating  for  want  of 
repairs,  I  did,  however,  note  in  my  Annual  Rpport  for  1951, 
when  commenting  on  the  difficult  question  of  the  administration 
of  the  Housing  Acts,  that  fortunately  there  are  still  n;any 
owners  who  carry  out  their  responsibilities  in  this  matter  and 
that  much  essential  repair  w ork  is  boing  carried  out  voluntarily 
many  tenants,  too,  realising  the  position  and  tho  fact  that  they 
occupy  promises  at  what  are  now  comparatively  low  rents,  are 
themselves  keeping  their  houses  internally  in  a  reasonably 
satisfactory  decorative  condition.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may 
bo  that  the  progress  of  house  building  locally  is  now  having  its 
effect  in  this  matter,  by  improving  the  lot  of  many  people  who 
have  had  to  live  for  such  a  long  time  in  undesirable  circum¬ 
stances  and  who  were  naturally  prone  to  complain  not  only  of 
their  general  conditions,  but  of  tho  actual  structural  state  of 
the  houses  thoy  occupied,  either  as  tenants  or,  as  was  more 
likely,  sub-tenants . 

There  are  also  many  complaints  relating  to  animal  and 
insect  pests  of  various  kinds,  usually  rats  or  mice,  or  in  tho 
warmer  weather,  wasps1  nests  and  verminous  ahd  other  insects, 
etc,  Theso  call  not  only  for  thorough  inspection,  but  for 
giving  householders  or  occupiers  of  other  premises  practical 
assistance  cr  advice.  This  service  of  rodent  destruction  and 
disinfestation  plays  a  not  unimportant  part  in  saving  a 
considerable  amount  of  food  and  preventing  much  damage  to 
property  and  material  goods  of  all  kinds.  Judging  by  the 
letters  and  the  messages  which  are  received  frem  time  to  time  in 
this  office,  there  Is  a  widespread  appreciation  by  those  most 
directly  affected,  that  help  and  advice  in  those  matters  are 
freely  and  speedily  available  through  the  local  Public  Health 
service  to  relieve  tho  anxiety  and  d istross  which  those  pests  in 
so  many  cases  often  inflict  on  tho  person  concerned. 

(b ) ;  The  control  of  movable  dwellings . 

In  tho  Annual  Reports  since  1950  I  have  had  to  deal  with  tho 
problems  which  have  arisen  in  the  Borough  in  connection  with  tho 
use  of  caravans  as 'permanent  dwellings.  Tho  difficulties  have 
persisted  into  1952,  but  with  tho  development  and  licensing  of  a 
privately  owned  site  for  60  caravans,  and  tho  decision  of  tho 
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Borough  Council  to  develop  a  sito  for  a  further  40,  the 
problems  are  being  overcome  and  ft  more  efficient  control  i»- 
being  established.  It  is,  however,  work  which  absorbs  a 
lot  of  an  Inspector1 s  time,  and  often  seems  to  be  quite 
disproportionate  to  the  results  obtained. 

(c )  Inspection  of  mdat  at  the  local  Government 

controlled  slaughterhouse;  the  sampling  of  food 

and  the  improvement  of  hygenic  conditions  in  food 

promises. 

Those  matters  are  fully  commented  upon  in  the  pages  of 
the  Report,  and  I  would  only  add  that  so  far  as  the  subject 
of  food  hygiene  generally  is  concerned,  the  Inspectors  are 
working  increasingly  in  an  a  dvisory  capacity  in  order  to 
give  food  handlers  information,  which  so  many  of  them  do 
not  seem  to  have  or  t  o  under  stand  f  which  will  help  to 
prevent  the  illnesses  which  cene  within  the  scope  of  the 
term  "food  poisoning’1.  There  is  much  work  to  bo  done  under 
this  heading,  but  its  practice  is  limited  by  the  amount  of 
staff  available  and  the  precedence  which  other  day-to-day 
duties  have  to  take.  In  this  respect  the  Report  of  the 
Forking  Party  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Hoalth  to 
consider  the  qualifications  and  the  work  of  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  is  awaited  with  interest* 

(d)  The  sampling  of  milk  supplies  and  the  supervision 

of  its  processing,  handling  and  distribution 

af  t 'or  piped u  c t i on  . 

Although  the  distribution  and  retail  sale  of  milk  is  now 
highly  organised  and  in  the  hands  of  only  a  small  number  of 
distributors,  it  is  necessary  to  devote  considerable  time  to 
the  work  of  sampling  and  inspection,  in  order  to  chock  not  only 
the  quality  and  safety  of  the  milk  for  human  consumption,  but 
to  ensure  that  the  various  processes  in  a  modern  dairy, 
equipped  with  much  complicated  machinery,  are  properly  carried 
out  and  that  clean  conditions  are  observed  , 

The  proportion  of  heat-theat  od  milk  which  is  sold  in  the 
Borough  is  now  so  large  that  it  can  cnly  be  a  matter  of  a  few 
months  before  the  Minister  of  Pood  makes  an  Order  under  the 
Pood  &  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies,  etc.)  Act,  1950,  specifying  this 
as  an  area  within  which  the  use  of  special  designations  in 
relation  to  milk  sold  by  retail  becomes  obligatory.  This  will 
moan  that  in  future  allmilk  sold  in  the  Borough  must  either 
be  heat-treated  cr  cane  from  cows  which  are  free  from  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

(o)  The  inspection  of  accommodation  occupied  by  applicants 

for  Cfouncil  houses. 

The  work  of  dealing  with  applications  for  housing 
accommodation  referred  to  5*0  by  the  Council’s  Housing  Officer 
for  an  assessment  of  the  housing  neod  of  the  applicants,  con¬ 
tinued  on  the  linos  indicated  in  previous  r  e port s;  enquiries 
wore  made  in  245  cases.  In  addition,  15  investigations  wore 
instituted  into  applications  maids  to  other  Local  Authorities 
by  families  resident  in  this  Borough;  the  subsequent  reports 
wore  made 'to,  and  at  the  request  of,  the  Local  Authorities 
concerned • 

I  couple  my  thanks  to  my  colleagues  for  the  assistance 
willingly  givon  at  all  times,  with  my  gratitude  to  Dr  .Bingham, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  his  advice  and  kindly 
consid  oration . 


I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

7 5h. Aui^at ^1953 .  .  .  Chief ^Sanit ary  Inspector. 
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Infectious  Disease,  Disinfection  and  Dlsinf estat ion 

During  the  year  136  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  in  con¬ 
nection  with  infectious  disease.  Fifty-eight  library  hooks 
wore  disinfected  by  formalin  vapour  and  returned  to  the 
libraries  from  which  they  had  boon  borrowed. 

The  Table  on  page  35  shows  in  detail  the  work  carried  out 
at  the  Council's  Steam  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Refuse 
Disposal  Works,  which  includes  the  disinfection  of  bedding 
otc.  on  behalf  of  the  Dorking  &  Horloy  and  the  Godstone  Rural 
District  Councils,  and  appr cximately  240  blankets  a  week  during 
the  summer  and  autumn  from  the  Volunteer  Agricultural  Camps  at 
Roigato  and  Godstone,  organised  by  the  Surrey  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee. 

During  the  year  5  houses,  4  of  which  were  owned  by  the 
Corporation,  were  disinfested  owing  to  the  presence  of  bed 
bugs;  a  Council  house  was  disinfested  on  account  of  fleas. 

Five  premises  Infested  by  cockroaches  were  treated  with  a 
suitable  liquid  insecticide,  with  successful  results  in  three 
cases  .  Follow-up  measures  are  being  taken  in  the  two  cases 
whore  the  insects  persist,  one  in  the  boiler  house  of  a  laundry, 
and  the  other  in  the  kitchen  of  a  small  residential  home  for 
old  pe  oplo  . 

Assistance  was  given  to  76  occupiers  who  were  themselvos 
unable  to  destroy  wasps'  nests  which  had  become  established  in 
positions  which  were  not  easily  accessible;  for  example,  in 
roof  spaces,  under  floors,  and  in  cavity  walls.  This  number 
compares  with  82  in  1951. 

Regular  routine  inspections  were  made,  under  contract 
terms  with  the  Surrey  County  Council  and  the  Redhill  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  controlling 
the  number  of  cockroaches  which  from  time  to  time  infest  the 
institutions  under  their  control,  namely,  the  St.Annes 
Institution,  the  Redhill  County  Hospital  and  the  St. Nicholas 
Special  Boarding  School,  Redhill.  School  canteen -kitchens 
wore  sprayed  during  the  fly-breeding  season  with  a  liquid 
D.D.T.  insecticide,  at  the  request  of  the  Education  Authority, 
to  prevent  the  contamination  of  food  by  flies. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

One  new  licence  was  granted  and  renewals  were  issued  to 
12  slaughtermen. 

No  infringements  of  the  Act  were  noted  during  1952. 


Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

(a)  Meat 


The  slaughterhouse  in  West  Road,  Reigate,  controlled  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  continued  to  be  used  for  the  routine 
weekly  slaughter  of  calves,  sheep  and  pigs  and  the  emergency 
slaughter  of  other  food  animals.  Inspection  of  the  dressed 
carcases  and  organs  is  made  as  a  matter  of  routine  on  several 
evenings  during  the  week,  and  often  during  the  week-end . 
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I  have  on  several  occasions  in  the  last  few  years  drawn 
attention  to  unsatisfactory  conditions  at  these  premises, 
due  to  the  excessive  use  which  the  Ministry  of  Pood  has 
made  of  the  slaughterhouse,  having  regard  to  its  size  and 
situation.  Complaints  by  nearby  residents  have  arisen 
every  summer,  and  the  summer  of  1952  was  no  exception. 

As  a  result  of  further  representations  to  the  Ministry  of 
Pood,  a  reduction  of  slaughtering  during  week-ends  was  made, 
but  although  the  business  is  conducted  by  the  contractor  in 
as  satisfactory  a  manner  as  is  possible  in  the  circumstances, 
the  presence  of  such  a  slaughterhouse  in  a  residential 
district,  used  as  it  is  beyond  the  capacity  for  which  it  was 
originally  intended,  is  bound  by  the  very  nature  of  its  use 
to  give  offence  to  people  who  have  to  live  in  it’s  vicinity. 

In  addition  to  the  above  premises,  there  are  now  two 
other  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough;  one  at 
Merstham,  which  is  used  only  occasionally  for  the  slaughter 
of  pigs;  the  other  is  at  Reigate,  and  was  rebuilt  just 
before  the  war,  but  is  now  seldom  used.  An  application  for 
the  renewal  of  a  licence  in  respect  of  what  was  once  an  old 
registered  slaughterhouse  was  refused  on  the  grounds  that 
the  premises  are  not  now  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  that 
it  is  not  reasonably  practicable  to  make  them  suitable. 

A  Knacker’s  Yard  at  Three  Arch  Road,  Whitobushes,  has 
continued  in  regular  use  and  was  again  licensed.  When  the 
premises  wore  first  constructed  and  used  they  were  situated 
in  what  was  then  a  rural  area.  In  the  last  15  years  the 
district  has  become  residential  in  character,  and  the  premises 
are  now  situated  adjoining  a  housing  estate.  Frequent 
inspections  are  made,  and  during  1952  business  has  been  found 
to  bo  conducted  on  reasonably  satisfactory  lines. 

The  results  of  meat  inspection  are  given  in  the  accompany¬ 
ing  Tables  on  pages  36  &  37  .  It  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
when  reading  them,  that  all  the  cattle  and  a  small  proportion 
of  the  other  animals  are  sent  in  for  slaughter  on  account  of 
illness  or  injury.  It  is  this  factor  which  accounts  for 
the  high  percentage  of  animals  found  to  bo  affected  with 
seme  diseased  or  n on-pathogenic  condition. 

The  number  of  cows  slaughtered  included  one  which  was 
dealt  with  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  and 
which  was  sent  to  the  slaughterhouse  with  a  view  to 
salvaging  such  parts  of  the  carcase,  etc.,  as  were  found 
on  post-mortem  inspection  to  be  fit  for  human  consumption. 

One  calf,  found  on  inspection  to  be  affected  with 
congenital  tuberculosis,  was  referred  to  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Inspector  with  a  view  to  tracing  the  source 
of  infection. 
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DETAIL  OP  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  AT  CORPORATION  STEAM 
DISINFECTING  STATION ,  195  g 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
and 
Lamb  s 

Pigs 

Bulls 
inc  lud  ed 
in  cattle 
column) 

NUMBER  KILLED 

16 

83 

3337 

4600 

862 

2 

NUMBER  INSPECTED 

16 

83 

3337 

4600 

862 

2 

ALL  DISEASES 

EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

8 

5 

15 

28 

— 

Carcases  of 
which  some  part 
or  organ  was 
condemned 

8 

60 

32 

488 

447 

1 

Percentage  of 
the  number 
inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

50.00 

81.92 

1.11 

10  .93 

55.11 

50  .00 

TUBERCULOS  IS 

- U¥IS - 

Whole  carcases 
c  ond  emned 

6 

2 

4 

Carcases  of 
which  seme  part 
or  organ  was 
condemned 

- 

7 

- 

32 

- 

Percentage  of 
the  numb  or 
inspe  cted 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

15.66 

.06 

- 

4.18 

- 

The  total  weight  of  carcases  and  offals  condemned 
was  11  tons  9-cwts  57 -lbs . 
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(b)  Other  Foods 


Tho  following  foodstuffs  wore  found  to  bo  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  disposed  of  accordingly. 


Bacon 

5  .cwts  .  1  qtr  . 

Cereals 

1-g-  cwt . 

Cheese 

'93  lbs . 

Cheese, processed 

132  packets 

Eggs 

108 

Fish 

6-g-  cwts  . 

Flour,  Bread,  Biscuits 

104  lbs. 

Fruit 9 Dr iod 

10  cwts  .  1  qtr . 

Ham  -  canned 

7  cwts  . 

Moat  and  Offal 

15  cwts.  18  lbs. 

Moat  -  canned 

11  cwts. 

Sausa ges 

1  cwt . 

Sugar  and  Preserves 

85  lbs  . 

Sweets  and  Chocolate 

47  lbs  . 

Cordials 

2  bottles 

Pickles  and  Sauces 

12  jars 

Bottled  Fruit 

16  bottles 

Paste,  Meat  and  Fish 

382  jars  and  tins 

Coffee 

2^  lbs . 

Tea 

10  lbs  . 

Tinned  Fruit  Pulp 

62  tins 

Tinned  Beans 

81  tins 

Tinned  Carrots 

30  tins 

Tinned  Fruit 

1291  tins 

Tinned  Fish 

293  tins 

Tinned  Milk 

99  tins 

Tinned  Peas 

174  tins 

Tinned  Soup 

163  tins 

Tinned  Spaghetti 

115  tins 

Tinned  Tomato 

125  tins 

Tinned  Tomato  Concentrate 

37  tins 

Tinned  Vegetables  (Mixed) 

129  tins 

Vegetables,  dried 
Miscellaneous : - 

l-J-  cwt . 

Tinned  food,  etc. 

27  tins 

Packet  food,  etc. 

141  packets 

This  work  involved  209  visits 


Most  of  tho  condemned  food  was  utilised  for  tho  fooding 
of  animals;  no  odiblo  food  was  wasted.  In  this  connection 
thoro  was  co-operation  with  tho  Food  Executive  Officer,  tho 
Food  Salvage  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  local  mombors 
of  tho  food  distributive  trades. 

Orders  made  before  the  war  under  tho  Merchandise  Marks 
Act,  1926,  again  came  into  force  in  1951.  Tho  Orders  relate 
to  the  following  imported  foodstuffs: 

Fresh  apples;  currants,  sultanas  and  raisins; 
eggs  (in  shell);  dried  eggs;  oat  products; 
raw  tomatoes;  bacon  and  ham;  dead  poultry; 
moat;  margarine;  malt  products;  frozen  or 
chilled  salmon  and  sea  trout;  honey. 

They  provide  that  on  sale  the  goods  shall  bear  an  indication 
of  the  country  of  origin.  Tho  object  of  tho  Orders  is  to 
givo  tho  purchasing  public  tho  opportunity  of  choosing  whether 
they  will  buy  goods  of  Home,  Empire  or  Foreign  origin.  The 
food  traders  concerned  have  been  found  to  comply  with  these 
Orders  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  manner.  Tho  few  minor 
infringements  noted  have  related  to  the  marking  of  imported 
apples  and  tomatoes,  but  verbal  requests  by  the  Inspectors 
for  compliance  with  tho  Orders  have  secured  correct  marking. 


-38- 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  -  Sections  15  &  14 

Tho  Register  of  food  premises  now  includes  the  fo  Hawing  :- 


Grocors,  etc .  90 

Butchers,  etc .  37 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  .  33 

Fishmongers  and  Fish-fryers  .  23 

Confectioners  (including  17  bakehouses)  . .  91 

Catering  Establishments  (including  69  Public 

Houses)  117 

Food  Manufactories  .  8 


Four-hundred -and -eighty-two  visits  of  inspection  were  made 
to  food  promises ;  this  number  does  not  include  tho  many  visits 
which  have  to  bo  made  at  tho  request  of  traders  to  issue  con¬ 
demnation  certificates  for  unsound  food . 

The  work  which  was  commenced  in  1949  of  improving  tho 
condition  of  food  promises  was  continued  successfully  in  1952. 

It  was  noted  in  tho  Annual  Report  for  1951  that  particular 
attention  had  boon  paid  during  thatyoar  to  conditions  of 
hygiene  in  grocers’  shops ;  although  it  was  found  that 
conditions  on  the  whole  were  fairly  satisfactory,  it  was  felt 
that  many  traders  did  not  properly  understand  the  implications 
of  the  legislation  dealing  with  tho  precautions  to  bo  taken 
against  the  contamination  of  food,  particularly  in  relation 
to  tho  standards  which  are  desirable  in  such  matters  as 
ablution  facilities  for  staffs,  tho  provision  of  a  constant 
hot  water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation,  and  methods  of 
protection  of  foodstuffs.  Tho  Sanitary  Inspectors  therefore 
attended  a  mooting  of  the  local  Grocers’  Association  at  the 
beginning  of  tho  year  to  discuss  those  various  matters,  a 
discussion  which  proved  very  helpful  to  both  sides.  It  is 
significant  that  since  this  mooting  thero  has  boon  a  noticeable 
improvement  in  many  grocers’  shops  in  the  conditions  under  which 
food  has  boon  stored  or  exposed  for  sale;  glass  or  perspex 
fronts  have  boon  fitted  to  many  provision  counters,  glass 
cabinets  have  been  installed  for  the  display  of  cooked  meats, 
pies,  etc.,  and,  in  several  cases,  storage  refrigerators  and 
refrigerated  display  counters  have  also  been  Installed . 

No  serious  infringements  of  the  food  bye-laws  made  in  1951 
have  been  noted,  but  thero  is  one  unsatisfactory  feature  of  tho 
grocery  and  provisions  trade  which  has  called  for  criticism  - 
tho  practice  of  many  retailors  to  sell  greengrocery,  including 
potatoes  and  other  root  vegetables,  in  the  same  shop.  In 
every  case  where  this  has  boon  noted  tho  trader  has  boon  advised 
to  keep  this  soction  separate  from  tho  othor  business,  and  in 
cases  whore  an  employee  servos  commodities  from  all  sections, 
that  proper  precautions  are  taken  against  what  can  bo  quite 
undesirable  contamination 

In  addition  to  tho  Improvements  noted  above,  there  is, 
too  an  increasing  awareness  on  tho  part  of  fishmongers,  whose 
goods  are  sold  from  open-fronted  shops, of  their  responsibilities, 
in  tho  matter  of  the  protection  of  food  against  contamination 
by  dust,  flies,  etc..  Four  shops  now  have  refrigerated 
display  cabinets,  and  others  use  a  mechanical  type  of  water 
spray  which  is  found  to  bo  very  effective.  In  three  fish¬ 
mongers’  shops  horse-flesh  is  sold  for  human  consumption ;  in 
those  cases  tho  traders  have  been  advised  as  to  storage  and 
separate  sale,  notices  to  bo  displayed,  etc;  the  source  of 
supply  has  been  checked  with  tho  Local  Authorities  concerned. 

Tho  standard  of  hygiene  in  fish-frying  promises  locally  is 
very  satisfactory. 
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During  1952  no  now  ontrios  wore  mado  in  tho  Rogistor 
roquirod  to  bo  kopt  in  accordanco  with  Section  14,  for  tho 
manufacture  and  salo  of  preserved  food,  etc..  At  tho  end 
of  tho  yoar,  45  such  promises  woro  rogistorod.  Tho  total 
number  of  promises  rogistorod  at  tho  ond  of  tho  yoar  for  tho 
manufacture  and  salo  of  ico-croam  was  99,  which  includes  two 
manufacturers  and  a  wholesale  storage  depot  .  Seven  retail 
premises  woro  added  to  tho  Rogistor  during  tho  yoar;  two  of 
those  (tobacco  and  conf octi onory  shops),  prior  to  registration, 
woro  found  on  inspection  not  to  comply  with  tho  roquiromonts  of 
Section  13,  although  ico-croam  was  actually  being  soi3  .  Tho 
manufacturer  of  tho  ico-croam  which  was  being  supplied  to  both 
thoso  shops,  on  being  informed  that  registration  with  tho  Local 
Authority  had  not  boon  effected,  immediately  stopped  supplies 
until  tho  Council1 s  roquiromonts  had  boon  fully  mot .  This  co¬ 
operation  on  tho  part  of  tho  manufacturers  rosultod  in  action 
by  tho  retailors  to  comply  with  thoso  roq  uiremont s  that  was 
romarkablo  for  tho  spood  with  which  it  was  taken;  it  is  not 
often  that  tho  profit  motivo  can  bo  so  effectively  usod  in  tho 
causo  of  hygiono. 

Thoro  aro  15  catering  establishments  whore  ico-croam  is 
sold  by  rotail  for  consumption  off  tho  promises,  which  aro 
oxompt  from  tho  provisions  of  Section  14. 

Most  of  tho  ico-croam  consumed  locally  is  sold  pre-packed 
on  rogistorod  promises,  in  either  waxod  papor  or  cartons. 

Tho  conditions  undor  which  ico-croam  is  sold  by  street  vendors 
has  much  improved;  tho  only  type  of  vohiclo  noted  during 
1952  as  being  used  for  this  purpose  was  tho  properly  equipped 
modern  motor  van  usod  by  roputablo  manuf acturors .  Moro 
froquont  sampling  of  this  product  is  now  carried  out,  particular 
attention  being  paid  to  that  manufactured  locally. 

Milk  and  Dairios  Regulations,  1949 

Tho  entries  in  tho  now  Registers  roquirod  to  bo  kopt  in 
accordanco  with  tho  Regulations  aro  summarised  as  follow s:- 


Distribut  ers : 


(a)  With  dairios  in  tho  Borough 

(b)  With  dairios  outside  tho  Borough  • 

(c)  With  promises  in  tho  Borough 
(bottled  milk  sold  in  gonoral  shops) 

(d)  Cream  in  cartons  sold  in  a  multiple 
grocor’s  shops 

Da iries ;  . 


3 
5 

8 

1 

4 


Although  in  1952  thoro  woro  16  distributors  of  milk,  8 
of  wham  woro  shopkoopors  soiling  a  small  amount  of  bottlod 
sterilised  milk,  thoro  woro  only  four  dairies;  two  of  thoso 
woro  usod  only  for  tho  cold  storage  and  distribution  of  bottlod 
pasteurised  milk;  ono  is  in  comparatively  small  promises  where 
untroatod  but  '"'specially  designated *'  milk  is  received  for 
bottling  and  rotail  salo;  tho  fourth  is  a  largo  dairy  equipped 
with  a  modorn  high  temperature  short  time  pasteurising  apparatus. 
Froquont  inspections  of  thoso  dairios  have  boon  mado,  and 
particular  attention  has  boon  paid  to  tho  last  montionod  dairy 
whoro  a  largo  proportion  of  tho  milk  consumed  in  tho  Borough  is 
pastourisod.  Tho  dairy  is  also  equipped  with  other  modorn 
apparatus,  including  a  largo  mochanical  bottlo  washing  machine 
capable  of  dealing  with  over  7,000  bottlos  an  hour.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  in  spito  of  tho  precautions  which  aro  takon  to  soo  that 
none  but  cloan  bottlos  arrive  at  tho  mochanical  bottlo  filler. 
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an  occasional  dirty  or  dirty  looking  bottle  passes  the  scrutiny 
of  the  plant  operators,  and  eventually  the  filled  bottle  becomes 
the  subject  of  a  customer’s  complaint  to  this  department. 

Prom  the  many  thousands  of  bottles  which  loft  these  promises, 
only  three  such  complaints  were  received  during  1952.  These 
were  thoroughly  investigated,  but  no  harmful  contamination  or 
evidence  of  negligence  could  bo  proved  in  any  instance;  the 
management's  attention  was  drawn  to  the  need  for  extreme  care 
and  vigilance  at  all  times,  and  no  legal  action  was  taken. 

At  this  dairy,  which  has  become  too  small  for  the  amount  of 
business  carried  on,  arrangements  are  in  hand  for  the  necessary 
extensions  and  improvements,  which,  whilst  building  licensing 
lasts,  will  presumably  have  to  be  spread  over  a  long  period; 
during  1952,  the  cold  store  was  enlarged  to  treble  its  former 
capacity,  the  yard,  which  is  extensively  used  by  heavy  and 
light  vehicles,  was  re-surfaced,  and  the  loading  dock  was 
repaired.  Frequent  samples  of  the  pasteurised  milk  are  taken 
both  on  the  premises  and  on  the  round,  and  the  results  are 
invariably  satisfactory.  During  the  year  there  was  one  failure 
of  a  samplo  to  pass  the  phosphatase  tost;  this  was  taken  in  a 
neighbouring  Authority  to  which  milk  from  this  dairy  is  sent. 

It  was  only  after  a  very  thorough  investigation  by  the  firm’s 
chemist  that  the  cause  was  found;  it  was  due  to  an  operator 
of  the  pasteurising  apparatus  discovering  that  if  he  manipulated 
a  particular  switch  under  particular  circumstances,  it  would 
save  him  a  certain  amount  of  trouble  and  possible'  inconvenience. 
Although  he  suspected  the  result  of  his  action,  no  one  else, 
including  the  manufacturers  of  the  plant,  realised  that  this 
would  result  in  a  small  quantity  of  untreated  milk  passing  the 
flow  diversion  valve.  The  dairy  management  took  stops  to  soe 
that  this  could  not  again  occur,  and  transferred  the  employee 
to  other  work. 

A  detailed  report  on  the  samples  of  milk  which  were  taken 
in  1952  from  producers  and  distributors,  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  is  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958  -  Sampling 

( I)'  ,D.  Moir  Dsq  . ,  M .  Sc  . ,  F  .R.  I .  C  . ,  Public  Analyst) 

Details  of  the  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  1952  are  given  in  the  Table  on  page  43 
Of  the  123  samples  submitted,  120  wore  purchased  by  the  sampling 
officer  as  a  matter  of  routine,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  covered  a 
wide  range  of  commodities.  Three  were  submitted  as  a  result 
of  complaints  made  to  this  department,  and  the  Analyst  reported 
on  them  as  follows: 

(i)  A  samplo  of  milk  chocolate  finger  biscuits  purchased 

in  a  multiple  store  In  Rodhill  by  a  resident  in  the  God  stone 
Rural  District  was  thought  to  bo  the  cause  of  illness  in  the 
purchaser’s  family;  tho  biscuits  wore  found  to  be  free  from 
harmful  ingredients  or  impurities  and  of  satisfactory  quality. 

(ii)  A  sample  of  sugar  confectionery  labelled  "Nut  Fudge" 
was  complained  of  as  having  an  objectionable  taste;  tho 
Analyst  reported  that  tho  taste  was  due  to  the  rancidity  of 
tho  fat  and  that  the  sweets  wore  unfit  for  consumption. 

(iii)  A  sample  of  stout  brought  to  the  department  by  a 
resident,  who  complained  that  the  contents  of  the  bottle  were 
obviously  not  stout  and  that  the  taste  was  objectionable,  was 
reported  by  tho  Analyst  to  bo  a  liquid  corresponding  to  that 
of  a  detergent  fluid,  as  used  in  the  cleansing  of  bottles, 
diluted  with  a  little  stale  beer.  Tho  bottle  contained 
broken  pieces  of  a  vulcanite  bottle  stopper.  An  investiga¬ 
tion  into  what  was  a  most  extraordinary  adulteration  was  made 
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at  the  bottling  depot  of  tho  Brewery  concerned,  which  was 
situated  in  the  Greater  London  area,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Brewery  management,  which  did  not  accept  the  statement  of  the 
complainant  that  the  liquid  complained  of  was  in  the  bottle  at 
the  time  it  left  the  retailer’s  possession.  It  was  fairly 
obvious  that  the  explanation  lay  in  faulty  filling,  caused 
possibly  by  the  presence  in  the  bottle  of  a  piece  of  broken 
stopper  which  could  not  be  removed.  It  was  demonstrated,  by 
putting  the  same  bottle  through  the  mechanical  washing  apparatus 
again,  that  tho  piece  of  stopper  prevented  the  escape  of  the 
detergent,  as  the  bottle  emerged  from  tho  machine  half -full  of 
liquid.  The  bottle  when  originally  filled  had  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  operators  of  the  filling  machine;  it  was  an 
accident  which  would  not  happen  once  in  many  thousands  of  times. 
The  bottling  factory  concerned  was  well  equipped  with  modern 
machinery  and  an  adequate  staff,  and  every  reasonable  precau¬ 
tion  appeared  to  have  been  taken  to  ensure  a  satisfactory 
product.  The  demonstration  that  such  an  accident  could  happen 
proved  both  a  surprise  and  a  lesson  to  tho  management  and  the 
employees  concerned. 

Of  6  other  samples  reported  on  unfavourably  by  the  Analyst 

(a)  A  sample  of  milk  was  deficient  in 'milk  solids  other  than 
fat  to  the  extent  of  1  per  cent,  and  was  consistent  with  tho 
presence  of  a  small  proportion  of  added  water.  The  milk  came 
from  a  large  pasteurising  dairy  at  Croydon,  where  most  of  the 
incoming  milk  is  received  in  largo  road  and  rail  tankers.  As 

a  result  of  the  enquiries  made,  it  was  suggested  to  the  sampling 
officer  of  the  Croydon  County  Borough  Council  that  frequent 
routine  samples  should  be  taken  from  these  tankers  on  arrival 
at  the  dairy,  with  a  view  to  trying  to  trace  back  to  the  pro¬ 
ducers  any  instances  of  adulteration  by  water. 

(b)  Tho  two  samples  of  sausage  were  reported  on  as  containing 
preservative,  but  within  the  prescribed  limit.  Each  case 
constituted  a  technical  offence  against  tho  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Pood)  Regulations,  in 
that  tho  retailers  did  not  declare  the  presence  of  the  preserva¬ 
tive  in  tho  proscribed  manner.  Both  retailors  wore  interviewed 
and  warned  . 

(c)  A  sample  of  shredded  beef  suet  contained  82.2  per  cent 
by  woigjht  of  fat,  which  was  below  the  standard  of  83  per  cent 
by  weight.  As  this  sample  had  been  purchased  and  submitted 
informally,  another  sample  of  the  same  product  was  purchased 
and  dealt  with  formally  and  was  found  to  contain  87.4  per  cent 
of  fat.  This  indication  of  inefficiency  in  tho  mixing  process 
was  pointed  out  to  the  retailer  and  manufacturer,  with  a 
suggestion  that  if  there  were  technical  difficulties  in 
obtaining  a  consistently  uniform  product  in  each  packet,  the 
firm  should  allow  for  a  wider  margin  of  error. 

(d)  The  tins  of  brisling  paste  and  of  anchovies  purchased 
from  a  multiple  film,  of  grocers  were  found  to  contain 
excessive  amounts  of  tin,  due  to  too  long  a  storage  period, 
and  were  therefore  considered  to  bo  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption.  The  action  which  followed,  taken  in  conjunction 
with  tho  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Southwark  Borough 
Council,  in  whoso  area  the  wholesale  depot  of  tho  firm 
concerned  was  situated,  resulted  in  tho  withdrawal  from 
sale  from  the  warehouse  and  the  many  retail  branches,  of 
largo  quantities  of  these  canned  goods  which  were  then 
destroyed . 
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foodstuffs 

SAMPLES  TAKEN 

.  ■  — 

Adul- 

First 

Quarter 

Second 

Quarter 

third 

Quarter 

Fourth 

Quarter 

Total 

Genuine 

ter- 

ated 

Milk 

7 

13 

6 

10 

36 

35 

1 

Ice-cream 

2 

6 

- 

1 

9 

9 

— 

Butt  or 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Margarine 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Lard 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

Cheese 

1 

- 

— 

M 

1 

1 

Processed  Cheese 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Bacon 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

Sugar 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Synthetic  Cream 

1 

- 

mm 

1 

2 

2 

mm 

Sausages,  Pork 

1 

1 

- 

mm 

2 

1 

1 

Sausages,  Beef 

- 

1 

1 

~ 

2 

2 

mm 

Sausage  Meat, Beef  1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

Steak  Pie  &  Pudding 

mm 

2 

2 

4 

4 

mm 

Faggots 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Fish  Cakes 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Baked  .Beans  . 
(canned ) 

1 

mm 

m m 

1 

1 

Shredded  Beef  Suet 

- 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

Puff  Pastry 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Meat  Paste 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Canned  goods  :- 
Brisling  Paste 

2 

- 

- 

. 

2 

1 

1 

Anchovy  Paste 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

1 

- 

Cod  Liver  Paste 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Anchovies 

1 

- 

— 

1 

mm 

1 

Herring  Roes 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

Oysters 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Hors -d  ob  uvre 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Sard  ines 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Pate-de-f oie 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Spaghetti 

1 

1 

- 

mm 

2 

2 

- 

Tomato  Soup 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Olivo  Oil 

- 

- 

4 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Dessert  Cherries 

1 

— 

mm 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Gelatine  Crystals 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

White  Pepper 

1 

1 

2 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Soft  Drinks 

- 

4 

- 

- 

4 

4 

— 

Milk  Choc  .Finger 
Biscuit  s 

l 

1 

1 

Marzipan 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

Fondant  Icing 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Sugar  Confectionery 

2 

3 

mm 

2 

7 

6 

1 

Stout 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

mm 

1 

Beer 

— 

_ 

- 

4 

4 

4 

— 

Whisky 

— 

• 

4 

4 

4 

— 

Quinine 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

TOTAL 

38 

33 

19 

33 

123 

115 

8 
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Factorios  Act,  1957 

Tho  Tablo  on  pago  45  shows  In  detail  tho  various  trades 
in  the  Borough  that  come  within  tho  scope  of  tho  Act  .  During 
the  year  136  inspections  wore  made.  Tho  Register  of  factories 
has  been  further  brought  up-to-date  and  now  contains  168 
entries;  in  22  cases  defects  relating  particularly  to  sanitary 
accommodation  and  general  cleanliness  woro  discovered;  defects 
in  23  factorios  woro  remedied.  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factorios 
drew  attention  to  dofocts  in  8  of  tho  above  casos  which  came 
within  the  sections  of  tho  Factories  Act  enforceable  by  tho 
Local  Authority. 

Six  factories  were  examined  in  accordance  with  Section  34 
relating  to  moans  of  escape  In  case  of  firo;  fivo  of  tho so 
wore  examined  for  tho  first  time  for  this  purposo,  four 
certificates  being  issued  accordingly;  in  one  case  -  promises 
used  for  the  repair  of  furniture  with  only  throe  employees, 
but  whore  an  inflammable  paint  stripper  was  being  used  -  a 
certificate  would  have  boon  refused  pending  extensive  altera¬ 
tions  of  the  structure,  but  acting  on  advice,  the  occupier 
decided  to  discontinue  tho  use  of  tho  highly  inflammable 
material  and  to  uso  a  non-inflammable  substitute.  One  factory 
was  re-examinod  under  Section  34  following  a  material  increase 
in  tho  number  of  persons  employed,  an  amended  certificate  being 
issuod  after  minor  alterations  had  been  made  to  certain  exit 
d  oors . 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  is  only  one  factory  which  is  subject  to  tho  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  Act  -  one  in  which  spring  mattrossos  are 
manufactured.  This  is  registered  in  accordance  with  Section 
2.  No  samples  of  rag  flock  or  other  fillings  wore  taken 
during  1952. 


Comp  la  ints 

Tho  following  is  a  summary  of  tho  complaints  received 
during  tho  ycar:- 


Insanitary  condition  of  premises  .  72 

Defective  dustbin  .  ..  4 

House  drainage  ..  . . 25 

Cesspools  overflowing  .  ..  ,.  6 

Smells  emanating  from  sewers  and  street  gullies  3 
Non-removal  of  house  refuse  ..  . .  ..  ..  7 

Kitchon-wasto  street-bins  2 

Rats  or  Mice  ..  ..  285 

Verminous  promises  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  8 

Other  insect  posts .  14 

Wasps'  nests  ..  . . .  ,,  80 

Unsound  food  (sold)  ..  ..  9 

Dirty  milk  bottles .  3 

Keeping  of  animals,  otc .  ..  6 

Smoko  nuisanco  3 

Overcrowding  ..  ..  ..  .  2 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  51 
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Factories  Act,  1957  -  List  of  Factories 

on  Register  at  end  of  1952 


Mechanic  al 

Power 


rers 


Vul 


canise 


rs 


Agricultural  Engineers 
Art  Leather  Workers 
Automobile  Engineers 

Bakers  . 

Basket  Work 
Book  Binder 

Boot  Makers  and  Repairers 
Brick  Makers,  etc.  .. 

Builders  and  Contractors 
Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholstei 
Container  Reclamation 
Cycle  Makers,  Repairers  and 
Dairynen 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners 
Dry  Cleaners  .  . 

Electrical  Engineers 
Engineers 

Food  Manufacturers 
File  Boxes 
Foundry 

Fullers’  Earthworks 
Ga  s  Works 

Glass  Cutting  and  Paint  Packing 
Hardware  Assembly  .  . 

Hearthstone  Works  . . 

Jam  and  Essence  Makers 
Knacker’s  Yard 
Lace  Frilling  Works 
Laundries  . .  .  . 

Log  Sawing 

Mattress  Manufacturers 
Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 
Monumental  Masons  and  Undertake: 

Motor  Body  Repairs 
Newspaper  Fudging  .. 

Oil  Refining 

Photographers  and  Picture  Frame 
Pianoforte  Repairers 
Plumbers 

Precast  Concrete  Manufacturers 
Printers  • . 

Public  Works  Contractors  .. 

Scale  Repairers 
Seed  Merchants 
Sowing  Machine  Repairs 
Shoeing  and  General  Smiths 
Shop  Fitters  . .  .  ♦ 

Soldering  Outfit  Assembly 
Steel  Wool  Manufacturers 
Ta ilors 

Thermometer  Manufacturers 
Timber  Merchants 
Toy  Manufacturers  ..  . . 

Watchmakers 
Wax  Refining- Works 
Building  Sites  and  Works  of  Engineering 

Construction 


rs 


Makers 


3 

1 

20 

16 

1 

5 

3 

4 

3 
1 
1 
1 

2 

1 

12 

4 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
mm 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 


1 

2 

9 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 


No 

Mechanical 

Power 


1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

mm 

3 

2 

1 

1 


1 

1 


2 


1 

1 

3 

1 


2 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

1 

1 


TOTALS  136 
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Noticos  Issued  and  Action  Taken 


The  following  Table  is  a  statement  of  the  notices  dealt 
with  during  the  year:- 


Preliminary  - 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1952 

Issued  during  year  . 

Complied  with  during  year  .. 
Statutory  action  necessary 
Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1952 


104 

220 

245 

1 

78 


Statut  ory  - 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1952  ..  ..  Nil 

Issued  during  year  . .  . .  .  >.1 

Complied  with  during  year .  1 

Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1952  . .  . .  Nil 


Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year,  both  voluntarily  and  in  consequence  of  the  service  of 
notices  in  respect  of  dwelling-houses,  food  premises,  factories 
and  other  business  promises. 


Dwelling-houses : 

Roofs  repaired  .  52 

Eaves-gutters  and  stack-pipes  repaired  ..  ..  31 

Chimney-stacks  rebuilt  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  16 

Pointing  or  otherwise  weatherproofing  of  brickwork 

(houses)  24 

Horizontal  damp-proof  course  inserted  ..  ..  6 

Other  causes  of  damprn  ss  remedied  ..  ..  ..  9 

Yard  paving  constructed  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  5 

Drains  examined  or  tested  (primary  inspections  only)  146 

Drainage  systems  rolaid  ..  ..  8 

Drains  partially  relaid  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  30 

Blocked  drains  cleared  ..  . .  ..  . .  ..  26 

New  intercepting  or  inspection  chambers  constructed  28 
Soil  or  ventilation  pipes  installed  or  renewed  . .  11 

Now  W.Cs.  installed  ..  ..  ..  ..  .  .  22 

W.C.  apparatus  renewed  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  15 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  ..  4 

W.C.  compartments  cleansed  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Cesspools  abolished  .  .  . .  5 

Existing  house  drains  connected  to  public  sewer  5 

Pail  closets  abolished  ..  ..  2 

Sink  gully  dishings  repaired  or  gully  renewed  ..  10 

Dustbins  renewed  ..  . .  3 

External  paintwork  renewed  . .  2 

Internal  paintwork  ronewod  . .  22 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  ..  ..  .,  ..  103 

Plaster  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired  ..  ..  109 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  . .  . .  . .  93 

Window  frames  or  sashcords  repaired  ..  ..  ..  54 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  52 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Staircases  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  9 

Sinks  renewed  or  installed  •.  . .  ..  ..  7 

Washhand  basins  renewed  or  installed  ..  ..  ..  19 

Waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  .  4 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  or  installed  ..  . .  2 

Washing  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  .  1 

Baths  installed  ..  ..  . .  17 

Food  stores  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 

Nuisances  from  animals  or  poultry  abated  . .  •  .  6 

Accumulations  removed .  .  3 

Other  nuisances  abated .  ••  28 
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Food  Premises: 


Sanitary  accommodation  improved  .  5 

Drainage  system  improved  3 

Rooms  cleansed  and/or  redecorated  30 

Plaster  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired  ..  ..  9 

Windows  repaired  . .  . .  .  2 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Internal  paintwork  renewed  3 

Washhand  basins  installed  ..  8 

Ablution  facilities  otherwise  improved  ..  ..  7 

Constant  hot  water  supply  installed  .  13 

Sinks  renewed  or  installed  6 

Accumulations  removed  ..  3 

Other  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  13 


Factories : 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved  ..  .. 

Roof  repaired  .  . . 

Eaves-guttors  and  stack-pipes  repaired  .. 

Rooms  cleansed  . 

Plaster  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired 
Smoke  nuisance  abated  . .  .  . 

Other  nuisances  abated 

Other  Business  Premises: 


Drainage  systems  improved  or  repaired  .  7 

Blocked  drains  cleared  . .  .  ..  3 

Rat -proofing  ..  ..  .  ..  2 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved  .  5 

Other  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  2 


10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 


Forty-six  certificates,  involving  88  premises,  were  issued 
to  builders  to  enable  them  to  obtain  timber  for  floor  and  other 
repairs.  The  certificates  were  issued  on  the  builders  applica¬ 
tions  for  transmission  to  the  Ministry  of  Supply  (Timber  Control) 
and  stated  that  the  repairs  were  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
public  health,  and  that  the  amount  of  timber  for  which  applica¬ 
tion  was  made  was  the  minimum  required  for  the  repairs  specified . 
As  the  defects  to  be  remedied  were,  in  most  cases,  caused  by  dry 
rot  the  work  was,  whenever  possible,  carried  out  under  close 
supervision  so  that  proper  remedial  measures  could  be  put  in 
hand  for  removing  infected  material  and  preventing  the  now 
timber  from  becoming  infected. 

Consequent  upon  certain  relaxations  in  the  control  of 
building-repair  work  made  by  the  Minister  of  Works  in  1948, 
the  number  of  licences  issued  in  this  Department  involving 
the  repair  and  maintenance  of  dwelling-houses  amounted  only 
to  11  in  1952;  these  licences  involved  12  premises  and  an 
estimated  cost  of  £3,400. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  results  of  the  year’s  work  under  this  heading  are 
shown  in  the  tabulated  statement  given  below.  These 
statistics  coincide  with  the  information  which  is  given 
quarterly  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  &  Fisheries, 

Infestation  Branch. 
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Tygio  of  Property 


All  other 


X 

Agri- 

( inc lud ing 

Local 

Dwelling 

cul- 

Business  & 

Author  ity 

Houses 

tural 

Industrial) 

I. 

Total  No.  of 
properties 
in  Local 
Authority*  s 
district  . . 

28 

12,599 

54 

1,446 

II. 

No.  of  proper¬ 
ties  inspected 
by  the  Local 

(a)  6 

215 

6 

58 

Authority 
during  1952  as 
a  result  (a) 

<b)  5 

28 

- 

4 

of  notification 
or  (b)  other¬ 
wise  . 

Ill . 

No.  of  proper¬ 
ties  (under  II) 

found  to  be  Ma 

infested  by 

Jar  1 

■" 

— 

rats .  Minor  10 

179 

6 

38 

IV. 

No.  of  proper¬ 
ties  (under  II ) 

found  to  be 

seriously 
infested  by 
mice . 

_ 

18 

18 

V. 

No. of  infested 

properties 
(under  III  and 

IV)  treated  by 
the  Local 
Authority 

7 

206 

6 

55 

Total 


14,127 


285 

37 


233 


36 


274 


Rats  Mice 


No,  of  infested  premises  under  or  awaiting  treat¬ 
ment  at  the  end  of  the  year  .  19  3 

No,  of  complaints  awaiting  investigation  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ....  ......  6 

No.  of  "block  control"  schemes  carried  out  ..  25 

*  Council  houses  are  included  under  dwelling-houses. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  secure  the  treatment  of  infested 
properties  by  the  service  of  statutory  notices.  Work  undertaken 
by  the  Pests  Officers  met,  during  1952,  with  the  ready  co-operation 
of  all  concerned . 

In  addition  to  the  above  work,  the  sewerage  systems  of  the 
Borough  wore  again  successfully  treated  twice  during  the  year,  as 
were  the  Council* s  Sewage  and  Refuse  Disposal  Works  and  the  banks 
of  the  stream  which  flows  through  the  Redhill  and  Earlswood  areas. 
The  effect  of  these  systematic  treatments  over  the  past  few  years 
is  that  what  wore  at  one  time  serious  and  extensive  infestations 
are  now  under  complete  control. 
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The  work  mentioned  above  also  does  not  include  work 
carried  out  under  contract  arrangements  with: 

(a)  the  Surrey  County  Council  at  all  their  premises 
in  this  Borough;  these  include  the  Public 
Assistance  Institution  and  its  ancillary  Homos, 

24  schools  and  6  school  kitchens,  day  nursery, 
clinics,  fire  brigade  promises,  etc; 

(b)  the  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee  at  the 
Redhill  County  Hospital; 

(c)  two  commercial  firms,  involving  regular  routine 
inspections  of  a  food  factory,  and  five  premises 
owned  by  a  local  dairy. 

The  methods  of  inspection  and  destruction  carried  out  by 
the  Pests  Officers  are  those  recommended  by  the  Infestation 
Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  &  Fisheries.  The  new 
poison  known  as  ’’Warfarin”,  w hich  first  became  available  for 
use  at  the  end  of  1951,  has  been  extensively  used  during  1952. 
It  has  proved  in  all  cases  extremely  effective,  and  is  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  other  poisons  which  are  recommended 
and  which  are  used  in  particular  circumstances.  Warfarin 
has  boon  found  particularly  useful  in  the  destruction  of  mice, 
which  hitherto  have  boon  difficult  to  control. 

Four  meetings  of  the  Surrey  No. 3  Workable  Area  Committee 
wore  hold  during  the  year,  and  were  well  attended  by  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  &  Fisheries, 
Caterham  &  Warlingham  U.D.C.,  Dorking  U.D.C.,  Dorking  &  Horley 
R.D.C.,  Godstone  R.D.C.,  Loatherhoad  U.D.C.,  Roigate  Borough 
Council  and  the  Surrey  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

Legal  Proceedings 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  1952  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  under  any  of  the  headings  given  in  this  Report. 
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